Proposed email from Neil Jackson to Moira Wilson HSE CI5, May 2007

Moira,

It is my turn to apologise for a delay in responding. 

Myself, Rod McConnell, Graham Goodfellow and Mike Acton met with Nigel Riley, Glyn Hawkins and Ian Hirst on the 30th of March to discuss Societal Risk.  At this meeting we also had a discussion on some of the outstanding issues identified in your attached e-mail.  Glyn explained that it was difficult for the HSE to keep a track of the status of all the items currently under discussion and that it was difficult to understand whether documents submitted by UKOPA were for information or whether UKOPA were looking for a formal agreement or decision from HSE.  UKOPA are sympathetic to this issue and therefore propose producing a completed proforma with the following headings for each topic area that we are currently discussing.

- Topic area:
- UKOPA Objectives:
- Progress so far:
- Current status:

These proforma's will be updated and maintained so that at any point in time both UKOPA and HSE will be clear on the current status of the technical issues under discussion including any outstanding issues.  These proforma's are currently being populated and we will send them to you as soon as they are available.  In the meantime I have attached some documents in response to some of the specific outstanding issues identified in your e-mail.

A) A copy of the proposed terms of reference for the group that we agreed to set up on an ad hoc basis to discuss LUP cases that had failed PADHI where the pipeline operator believed that there was a good case for it being allowed.  There seems to have been a misunderstanding here, in your note you refer to terms of reference for a technical working group, these have been previously developed by Rod McConnell and agreed with HSE, I have also attached these other terms of reference developed by Rod for information.  At the meeting on the 30th March Glyn accepted that there had been a misunderstanding in this area.

B) A copy of the man made land slip study produced by Advantica.  Note this was produced some time ago before the more recent PIE work investigating Natural Ground Movement.  The next stage of this work would be to translate the incident rates determined in the report into pipeline failure rates, however we would look for HSE's agreement to the general approach before commencing this further work.

C) A copy of the Advantica report which explains the derivation of the TD/1 F/N curve.

In addition I can advise that we are currently still in discussion with Newcastle University concerning the University providing an independent service maintaining the mechanical damage model.  We still need to reach agreement on the scope of the service and associated costs.  We will give you an update when there are any developments to report.  As suggested in your e-mail we would welcome HSL's involvement in assessing this model against PIPIN when once the new arrangements are in place.

Regards

Neil Jackson
Policy Manager, Transmission
Gas Distribution Network Strategy
National Grid
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