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	SUMMARY OF PROPOSED WORK/SERVICES
The proposed project will be undertaken by the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and will aim to develop for UK pipeline operators a reliable approach for the identification and prioritisation of dents detected by ILI.  This will allow the dents that require assessment for fitness for purpose under static and fatigue loading to be identified. The proposed project proposed will be conducted in two phases.

Phase 1 will be a feasibility study which will:

· Develop an understanding of the scale of the problem including a review of pipeline dent failures and research being conducted by operators and regulators, particularly in the USA.

· Critically review current published research findings and the feasibility of these approaches to enable operators to develop dent management strategies.

· Advise UKOPA of the benefits of conducting specific additional work.

· Develop a workscope for Phase 2.

This expenditure proposals covers phase 1 only of the proposed work.  It is envisaged that any further work in phase 2 would then be funded as a joint industry project by any of the UKOPA members that are interested in taking this work further.

The key deliverables from this research programme will be:

· A feasibility study detailing the current ‘state-of-the-art’ in dent integrity management.

· A presentation to UKOPA members

· A proposed workscope for Phase 2

Full details of the proposed work are provided in the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne proposal report Integrity Assessment of Construction Dents in Pipelines Subject to Fatigue Loading November 2005.

	JUSTIFICATION/BENEFITS

The key benefits of the proposed research (Phases 1 and 2) for the operator are:

· Significant savings in avoidance of unnecessary cost and disruption associated with additional pigging, excavation, inspection and repair of construction dents detected by standard ILI.

· Development of a robust cost effective approach for assessment of construction dents detected by standard ILI which demonstrates compliance with UK pipeline safety legislation.




	FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Tenders invited –/No       Names of Tenderers –Dr Julia Race (on behalf of the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

Fixed price cost for Phase 1 =  £5,800  excluding VAT. This price includes:

• Hard copy and pdf of feasibility study report.

• Acquisition of PRCI reports and recommended practice documents.

• Travel to UKOPA meeting for report presentation.

The work is scheduled to be completed by the end of the calendar year 2006.

Expenditure Phasing:

Year 2006

HY1

HY2

£5,800

  

	Recommendation: It is recommended that the application be approved.

Name of  Proposer : Neil Jackson
Signed :                                 Date : 18th April 2006

Position :Chairman of the Risk Assessment Group



	Approval 

This expenditure application has been considered by the Management Council and has been approved. 

 Signed :

 Name   : Roger Ellis  - Deputy Chairman Management Council          Date :                             
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