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Dear Mr Heaton-Harris

In response to your recent correspondence regarding the proposed windfarm at RAF Harrington I can provide you with the following information:
As an organisation we can only comment on the basis of the UKOPA separation distance discussed in your constituent’s letter.   The determination about the acceptability of any wind turbine development is responsibility of the Local Planning Authority based on advice taken through the normal planning consultation process.

The UKOPA guidance on separation distances was published in 200?.  The specified 1.5 times recommended separation distance between a wind turbine and a pressure gas pipeline is based on a technical study was undertaken by Advantica now GL Noble Denton. GL Noble Denton are recognised experts in the field of risk assessment and the management of risk from high pressure pipelines.

The Advantica technical study took account of all of the potential wind turbine failure modes, including the ones mentioned in your constituent’s letter.  The study determined a separation distance at which the likelihood of pipeline failure would be acceptably low.   There remains, as indicated in your constituent’s letter, a very low probability that pipelines beyond this separation distance could be affected.  The Advantica study demonstrates however that pipeline failure as a result of wind turbine failure beyond the recommended separation distance is very low.  The risk of injury as a result of pipeline failure beyond this distance is predicted to be at a level that the HSE define as broadly acceptable. 

UKOPA consider the 1.5 times separation distance is a reasonable separation distance for high pressure gas pipelines and wind turbines.  OPA, who are members of UKOPA, appear to have used this distance in coming to a decision about the acceptability of the location of the proposed wind turbines at RAF Harrington.  

  

The Advantica document is not a publically available document however representatives of UKOPA would be happy to meet with you your constituent to explain the basis of the UKOPA separation distance if this is of interest to him. 

I hope this letter adequately addresses the issues that your constituent has raised.  Please do not hesitate to contact me again if you require any further clarification.

Yours sincerely 

Neil Jackson

UKOPA Chairman

