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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 39th Meeting
CATS Terminal, Teeside
10am, 18th September 2018

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
N Barker			IWG Secretary
J Brohan			GNI (telephone)
K Burns				Wood Group
N Casey			HSE
B Downes			Shell 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I Hageman	CLHPS
G Glover			Sabic
D Ingham	Cadent
J Jarvie	Ineos
C Johnson	Ineos FPS
K Liddar	National Grid
K Pitman	HSE
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA
E Timerick	National Grid
D Turner			NGN

Apologies:		 
P Boyle				Essar UK Oil Ltd 
D Brown			Essar UK Oil Ltd
M Davey	SGN 
M Mills	Esso
G Rogers			Wales & West Utilities


PT welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.


Minutes of 15th May 2018 Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and details below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.

2017 Infringers
PT informed the meeting that the NB had been trying to contact all of the organisations that appeared on the ‘top 10’ list at the end of the 2017 infringement report and that they had been having teleconferences or face to face meetings with those that had responded.
1) Weston Power 
2) Morrisons
3) Welsh Water (following the meeting)
All were keen to learn more about what infringements has occurred, as although they were aware of a couple of infringements, they were not aware of all infringements that appeared on the UKOPA list.  
NB is to ensure that the relevant UKOPA member/s were prepared to share the infringement information assigned to the infringers above and then pass this to them.
Each company explained how they currently manage their direct / contractor labour and how they investigate infringements.
NB informed the group that previously (around 2010) UKOPA IWG had hosted a Contractor / Utility conference to raise awareness and reinforce good practice, share case studies, show the UKOPA DVD and generally engage with the community who may be working in and around HP pipelines.  It was suggested that consideration should be given to including a follow up to this event in the IWG 2019 budget.  This was agreed; however, it was noted that currently there is no major infringer (unlike previously where BT Openreach where noted but then worked hard and with UKOPA to change their ways of working) and still the major threat to members assets was the agricultural community.  PT is to include in the IWG budget for 2019 and seek Board views
Action 39.3.1 PT

On question raised by Western Power, was their request to have UKOPA member pipeline data on their own mapping system so that staff and contractors could check whether there were pipelines in the vicinity of their proposed works.  There was an in-depth discussion regarding this issue and it was agreed that this was not a preferred option, as could potentially lead to work being done before a request for records / informing UKOPA members that work was to take place.  As part of the discussion, clarification was also sought of what had happened with the HSL LUP app and whether this might facilitate sharing of data in the future.  NB informed the meeting that she and GR were due to speak with HSL in October and GR is asked to feedback to the group.
Action 39.3.2 GR

JB asked how many members were also members of Linesearch and would be interested in hearing from people with regards to their thoughts on the system

a) DI asked if other members were experiencing problems with Virgin Media and their contractors.  To date there were no other members who could confirm this was the case, however, if they are being recorded, this information will be seen in the 2018 infringement reporting.
	
4.	2018 Infringement Report
a) Can member data be submitted by January 2018? 
PT stated that although the group had made a significant progress in getting out the 2017 infringement report by June of 2018, but felt that this still want fast enough.  This being the case, PT asked the ‘non-linewatch’ members if they are able to provide their infringement data by the end of January, in order to get the report produced and issued before March 2019.  The attendees agreed that they would try and meet this deadline. 
Action 39.4.1 Non-Linewatch Members

b) Recording ‘working on behalf of’ – Can this be done?
NB reported that currently only half of the Linewatch members data includes information in the ‘working on behalf of’ column.  She noted that in some cases, the infringer, had actually been working on behalf of other organisations, some of which were occurring in the top 10 offender list.  It was requested that members try and ensure that this column is filled in.
For non-Linewatch members, this data is currently not requested in spreadsheet of data required.  This will be added.  However, some of the members suggested that as this is not something that is currently requested from their flight contract, it would be extremely difficult (and expensive) to add.  NB is to add the column to the requested data spreadsheet list and if available it should be included in future.  This request will enable a review of the data to be conducted as part of the 2018 reporting process.

During the discussion JB reiterated his request for the report to include some information regarding ‘number of infringements per 1000km’.  Although, through the discussion the group was not quite sure of the value of this figure, given different terrains, localities, etc, it was agreed that NB would circulate a request for number of kilometres of pipeline per member and calculate the figure based on this.
Action 38.4.2 NB

This discussion did however raise the question regarding GNI reporting and whether the GNI figure includes infringements for the Scottish part of their operation.  If it is not covered in the GNI reporting, where is information from this pipeline reported?  JB agreed to try and find out.
Action 38.4.3 JB


5.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update
a) Develop GPG for Local Authority Planners
	PT informed the group that the LA Planners subgroup had met prior to the meeting to review the comments that had been received from HSE.  Responses had been prepared for all of the queries; these would be sent back to the HSE and the document updated accordingly in readiness for signoff by the group, the governance group and subsequent publication and sharing via the Local Authority Planning Association.
Action 39.5.1 NB
	
b) Development of Working Near Pipelines Guide
	The current draft of the GPG was reviewed on screen and changes identified (these will be listed on the comments sheet for governance).  However, in general, there was a positive view of the document in its current format and the group are anxious for the final changes to be made and the document published.  It was confirmed that this document would sit alongside members own documentation and not replace the excellent information that members already had.  NB is to request the publisher make the final changes before sending to the governance group for signoff
Action 38.5.2 NB

	The question was raised during the discussion regarding publication of the document in other formats (on line) and languages (in particular Welsh).  This was something that had not currently been thought about and it was asked if GR seek the views of the Board with regards to this.
Action 38.5.3 GR

6.	IWG programme / Budget Update
	NB provided an update on spend to August against the current IWG budget of £13.7K.  Line item 4.5 and 4.6 (Working Near Pipelines and ‘normal agricultural activities) had been joined to give a budget of £6K, allowing for some printing of Working Near Pipelines document for each member.  Otherwise, spend was on budget for the. Year.

	Ideas for the 2019 programme were to include:
	Contractors / Utilities half day seminar
	Land Owners Focus Groups
	Consideration of attendance at the National Ploughing Championships

	PT / NB are to use this information to develop the IWG budget for 2019 by end November 2018.
Action 39.6.1 PT/NB
	  
7.   Sharing Learning from Infringements 
	There was a short discussion regarding the recent over-pressurisation of a gas system in Massachusetts.  NB had been provided with a couple of links to reports, but as yet nothing more was known.  If information was made available it will be shared with UKOPA members.

	IH shared another instance of a fencing contractor working close to a HP pipeline, the result of which was damage to one of CLHPS pipelines, caused by a fencepost hitting (and denting) it, whilst being hammered in by the contractor.  CLHPS were not aware of the work taking place.  In this instance, CLHPS have decided to conduct a civil case against the estate owner / fencing contractor.  There followed a discussion regarding why companies don’t prosecute (reputation, cost, etc) and whether that is a detriment to trying to prevent infringements.
	JB added to the infringement discussion stating that they had had some estate owners that did not want marker posts on their land and that he foresaw this type on incident become more common.
	 
	IH also shared information regarding an illegal hot tap.

8.	IWG items for the next UKOPA members meeting
The next UKOPA members meeting would be taking place on 23-24th October in Gateshead.  PT is to present an update on the IWG and this will include the 2017 infringement report and the GPGs development.


9.	Date, Venue and Agenda of Next Meetings
The following dates were set for future IWG meetings:
22nd / 23rd January 2019 – NGN offices Leeds (it was agreed that on the Tuesday afternoon, the group would hold workshop focusing on how to better engage with the agricultural community, followed by the IWG meeting on the Wednesday morning.
	May 2019 – the date will be agreed once the Technical Seminar date had been sent
	17th September – Shell Offices, Scotland

Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	39.3.1
	PT
	Include ‘contractors infringement’ seminar in 2019 budget
	
	

	39.3.2
	GR
	Update the group on the HSL LUP meeting
	
	

	39.4.1
	Non-line watch members
	Provide 2018 infringement data by the end of January 2019
	
	

	39.4.2
	NB
	Circulate spreadsheet for members to provide length of pipeline operated and return by end Oct
	
	

	39.4.3
	JB
	Establish if Scottish pipelines are recorded in GNI figures and if not where are they reported
	
	

	39.5.1
	NB
	Update LA planners GPG as per HSE comments and meeting decisions and provide responses to HSE
	
	

	39.5.2
	NB
	Liaise with publishers on final Working Near HP Pipelines GPG and circulate update for final signoff
	
	

	39.5.3
	GR
	Ask the Board about publications in ‘other than English’
	
	

	39.6.1
	PT / NB
	Prepare IWG 2019 budget and submit to board by end Nov 2018
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	38.1.1
	GR
	Check with HSE regarding IWG representative
	Outside of the meeting GR liaised with HSE and representative is to be Neil Casey
	CLOSED

	38.3.1
	GR
	Confirm with the Board how to proceed regarding data for the IWG report
	Overseas data to be provided in an addendum which will not be published outside of UKOPA
	CLOSED

	38.3.2
	Non-Linewatch member
	Advise NB if you are able to collect data regarding how infringement was found (Aerial, surveillance, report from infringer, etc)
	NB to add to the reporting spreadsheet and members include the data where available
	CLOSED

	38.3.3
	PT
	Write to top 10 infringers making them aware of issues and providing a copy of the 2017 report
	7 members have been written to.  3 responded and meetings arrange.  Other infringers to be followed up – including contact details from IWG members
	Ongoing

	38.4.1
	PT
	Write a paragraph on ‘strategic planning’ to be included in the GPG
	Written and included in current draft
	CLOSED

	38.4.2
	LA Planner sub-group
	Produce final draft based on comments received to date and circulate to IWG before end June
	Draft produced and circulated.  Details comments received from HSE that were reviewed by the subgroup prior to the meeting – see action 39.5.1
	CLOSED

	38.4.3
	Pipeline Sub-group
	Produce final draft, including graphics by end June, and circulate to the group
	Draft produced and reviewed at this meeting
	CLOSED

	38.5.1
	All
	Consider list of ‘notifiable’ activities and share with the group before the next meeting
	List include in the May 2018 minute.  No further follow up at the minute
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	37.4.2
	All
	Check UKOPA website to see where the link for your company goes and whether a more appropriate ‘plant protection’ page should be used.
	18/9 some members had provided NB with confirmation, but not all.
This action is ongoing and members are requested to provide the relevant information by the end of May 2018
	Ongoing

	37.4.4
	NB
	Contact NFU regarding Farm Safety Partnership
	18/9 NB to share the GPG once it has been produced
May 18 - NB had contact the NFU and they were keen to see the final draft of the document once it has been produced 
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	35.3.2
	All
	Update communications document to be circulated with the minutes
	18/9 This is to be put on the wall at the January 2019 workshop and people complete during the meeting.
15/4 The spreadsheet was sent but very few responses had been received.
Issued again with these minutes
23/1 spreadsheet IWG/18/003 circulated and members are requested to return to NB by end March 2018
NB is to draft the information (identified at the meeting on 16/10) into a new spreadsheet format and circulate once again for completion
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	33.5.1
	Neil Jackson
	Negotiation with SUKA over agreement for GPG
	18/9 It was agreed that given there had been no communication from SUKA / Renewables association, that this should be left until the next review date for the document 
5/5 NB not yet followed up
23/1 CS has provided NB with details in the association and is to contact them.16/10 no response had been received in relation to the email request and so the group agreed NB should try phoning to see if she can get any further.
9/5 NB sent message to SUKA website and awaiting response
NJ does not have a contact for SUKA so NB to make contact via their website
	CLOSED



Prepared by NB Sept 2018 
Prepared by NB Sept 2018 
image1.png




