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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 40th Meeting
NGN Offices, Leeds
9.30am, 23rd January 2019

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
N Barker			IWG Secretary
M Davey	SGN 
C Findley	Ineos FPS
D Gilbank			NGN
G Glover			Sabic
D Ingham	Cadent
J Jarvie	Ineos
K Liddar	National Grid
M Mills	Esso
F Masterton			Shell 
K Pitman	HSE
C Sadlert	CLHPS
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA
G Rogers			Wales & West Utilities
S Whiteley			Penspen (NGN contract)


Apologies:		 
J Brohan			GNI
K Burns				Wood Group
D Brown			Essar UK Oil Ltd
N Casey			HSE
I Hageman	CLHPS
C Johnson	Ineos FPS

PT welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.
It was noted that E Timerick	of National Grid had changed roles and he was to be replaced by Paul Connelly, who had had to tenderer his apologies for this meeting.

Minutes of 18th September 2018 Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and details below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.

2017 Infringers
PT updated the meeting on the 3 organisations who had appeared on the top 10 infingers list that he has managed to speak to.  Of the others, there had been no responses from the two local authorities, one contractor or rail track (which everyone agreed was always an issue) and two companies we had not been able to find the correct person to liaise with. It was agreed that this process should be conducted again when the 2018 figures had been prepared.
Action 39.3.1 PT – The board had approved the budget for the IWG which included funds to run a contractor awareness workshop during 2019 - CLOSED
	
4.	2018 Infringement Report
Phil Hirst from Linewatch had kindly provided a snapshot of the data from linewatch members to mid January that was briefly reviewed.  Members agreed that they would still work towards the deadline of end of January 2019 to submit their 2018 infringement returns.
FC asked for a copy of the spreadsheet outlining the minimum data submission and NB agreed to send this.  FC also asked about the document for outlining the infringement types, which had a 2006 UKOPA number NB is to try and find this document, but the minimum data requirement spreadsheet now probably covers this.
Action 40.4.1 NB

There was a discussion regarding the filtering guidelines for gas operators and NB agreed to recirculate to those members as well as uploading the information to the members centre.
Action 40.4.2 NB

Following on from the Agricultural workshop held the previous day, there was a discussion regarding the differences in ‘zone of interest’; 30 mtrs compared to 50 mtrs for different operators.  JJ suggested that anything over 30 mtrs could be classed as a near miss, with anything under this distance being classed in the A, B or C category.  This would need a change to the Linewatch database – if the system didn’t already have one – to record ‘actual distance’ from the pipeline.  As Chairman of Linewatch, GG agreed to take this point for a discussion at their meeting and feedback their thoughts.
Action 40.4.3 GG

5.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update
a) Develop GPG for Local Authority Planners
	The subgroup had further refined the document and NB had produced a response document for providing back to the HSE.  This would be sent with an email thanking them for the comments and that the document would now go for approval to publish.
	
It was agreed that, once approved for publishing, the document should be sent to the Chief Planning Officers at each local authority that had HP pipelines running through them, with a letter explaining a little more about UKOPA.

	DI informed the group that during the previous year cadent had visited 171 out of 193 planning departments and 17% of those they had seen admitted to not really understanding the Land Use Planning (LUP) process.  This was reinforced by other members experiences culminating in the agreement that UKOPA members needed to be engage as often as possible and all providing the same message. It was suggested that there would be potential in developing a short UKOPA presentation, that could be used by members to present to LAs when they went to visit.  This will be added to the agenda for the next meeting to look for a subgroup to develop.
Action 40.5.1 NB
	
b) Development of Working Near Pipelines Guide
	The document had now been agreed by the board and published and NB distributed copies to members.  Copies will be forwarded to other members not at the meeting or represented on IWG.
	It was agreed that members should include their own details either on the front of or as in insert, when these are distributed.  The pdf document will be uploaded to the members centre (members centre, working groups, IWG folder) for members to use and the details for reprinting (including personal branding should this be required) using the company used by UKOPA can be provided by NB.  Please note that members can use their own printers to produce extra copies should the so wish.
Action 40.5.2 NB
 
c) Development of Contractor Working Near Pipelines Guide
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted that Julie Voce of HSE had been impressed with the agricultural document and wondered whether UKOPA might consider producing a similar document for the utility and contracting community.  As with the agricultural document, as small sub group has agreed to look at producing the initial draft, after first considering individual company information and also reviewing what information is already published by Linewatch.  NB is to arrange an initial teleconference before the next IWG meeting.  People who had volunteered to be in the group are Martin Davey, Daniel Ingham and CS.  
Action 40.5.3 NB


6.	IWG programme / Budget Update
The IWG budget had been prepared and submitted to the board for approval, which was agreed.  During the discussions and what had been learned from the HSE at the agriculture brainstorming session, it was suggested that maybe more value would be gained from perhaps preparing some information for LA Planners rather than trying to run agricultural workshops.  As a reminder AT from the HSE has spoken about profiling of those involved with agriculture and provided the following link to the report he spoke about http://www.hse.gov.uk/research/insight/farmers-research-summary.pdf
 
	There was a discussion regarding the need to perhaps focus on the National Farming Partnerships (and outside of the meeting NB has liaised with her contact and has arranged for a meeting between UKOPA and them).

	With regards to the contractors seminar, NB was actioned to find out more about what organisations run seminars for the contracting community – construction industry expo, streetworks uk – to find out about potential cost of presenting / having stands at such events.
Action 40.6.1 NB
 
7.   Sharing Learning from Infringements 
	CF shared some photographs for a discussion regarding infringements that had recently been experienced on the Ineos FPS line.

8.	HSE LUP / Webapp and update requirements
GR provided a brief overview of the history of the LUP project and UKOPAs involvement in providing data for the Webapp.  He also gave an overview of the process WWU had been trialling by way of validating the information the HSL have uploaded to the Webapp and how updates might be made.  Finally, he gave an insight into the discussion between UKOPA and HSL with regards to potential future developments for data sharing (a copy of the email from HSL to GR is to be forwarded to the group).
Action 40.8.1 NB

NB informed the meeting that 2 representatives from HSL would be attending the next members meeting on 27th February and she would ensure that members of this group were provided with the link to any presentation that is given once it has been uploaded.

NB also spoke about the outstanding information still required by HSL from some members to complete the dataset.   NB is to send the information to individual companies so that they update and thus be shared back with HSL
Action 40.8.2 NB

9.    IWG items for the next UKOPA members meeting
The next UKOPA members meeting would be taking place on 26-27th February in Warrington.  PT is to present an update from the IWG and this will include the where things are to date with the 2018 infringement report, GPGs development and the output from the agricultural brainstorming session.

10.	Date, Venue and Agenda of Next Meetings
The following dates were set for future IWG meetings:
	21st May 2019 – provisionally booked as the day before the Technical Seminar – invite sent out 
	17th September – Venue required if anyone can offer a meeting room



Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	40.4.1
	NB
	Send FC details for the Infringement report requirements
	
	

	40.4.2
	NB
	Upload requirements to the members centre along with filtering information
	
	

	40.4.3
	GG
	Liaise with Linewatch members regarding 30mtr – 50mtr zone and whether it can be recorded differently
	
	

	40.5.1
	NB
	Add agenda item to next meeting for subgroup to develop LA Planner presentation slides
	
	

	40.5.2
	NB
	Upload Working Safely document to members centre
	
	

	40.5.3
	NB
	Arrange subgroup teleconference for Working Safely contractor document
	
	

	40.6.1
	NB
	Research where UKOPA might engage with contracting community
	
	

	40.8.1
	NB
	Share HSL / GR email re LUP developments
	
	

	40.8.2
	NB
	Share HSL spreadsheets with members where updates are required
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Previous Meeting Actions
	
	

	39.3.1
	PT
	Include ‘contractors infringement’ seminar in 2019 budget
	Included in the budget submission and accepted
	CLOSED

	39.3.2
	GR
	Update the group on the HSL LUP meeting
	This item was covered in the meeting – item 8
	CLOSED

	39.4.1
	Non-line watch members
	Provide 2018 infringement data by the end of January 2019
	Members had agreed that they would try and provide data by the end of January – to date none had been received (but since the meeting most had been provided)
	Ongoing

	39.4.2
	NB
	Circulate spreadsheet for members to provide length of pipeline operated and return by end Oct
	Spreadsheet had been circulated (which was missing Sabic and this will be addressed) but to date not many members had replied with their pipeline lengths
	Ongoing

	39.4.3
	JB
	Establish if Scottish pipelines are recorded in GNI figures and if not where are they reported
	JB was not at the meeting and no feedback had yet been provided
	Ongoing

	39.5.1
	NB
	Update LA planners GPG as per HSE comments and meeting decisions and provide responses to HSE
	There were still some items for consideration and these would be addressed by the subgroup after this meeting 
	Ongoing

	39.5.2
	NB
	Liaise with publishers on final Working Near HP Pipelines GPG and circulate update for final signoff
	Document printed and copies given out at the meeting
	CLOSED

	39.5.3
	GR
	Ask the Board about publications in ‘other than English’
	WWU had to provide their main documents in welsh, but outside of this it was decided that just English versions should be published initially
	CLOSED

	39.6.1
	PT / NB
	Prepare IWG 2019 budget and submit to board by end Nov 2018
	Budget submitted and approved
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	38.3.3
	PT
	Write to top 10 infringers making them aware of issues and providing a copy of the 2017 report
	23/1/19 – no more companies had responded.  This item would be closed and followed up again with the top 10 infringers from the 2018 report
18/9/18 - 7 members have been written to.  3 responded and meetings arrange.  Other infringers to be followed up – including contact details from IWG members
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	37.4.2
	All
	Check UKOPA website to see where the link for your company goes and whether a more appropriate ‘plant protection’ page should be used.
	23/1/19 no further responses received so the action is to be closed and individual members can request changes as required.
18/9 some members had provided NB with confirmation, but not all.
This action is ongoing and members are requested to provide the relevant information by the end of May 2018
	CLOSED

	37.4.4
	NB
	Contact NFU regarding Farm Safety Partnership
	23/1/19 NFU had been invited to attend the workshop on 22nd Jan 2019 but had not been able to.  Outside of the meeting NB had been in contact with Thomas Price and a meeting has been arranged
18/9 NB to share the GPG once it has been produced
May 18 - NB had contact the NFU and they were keen to see the final draft of the document once it has been produced 
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	35.3.2
	All
	Update communications document to be circulated with the minutes
	23/1/19 People had provided this information at the agricultural workshop and as such the action will now be closed
18/9 This is to be put on the wall at the January 2019 workshop and people complete during the meeting.
15/4 The spreadsheet was sent but very few responses had been received.
Issued again with these minutes
23/1 spreadsheet IWG/18/003 circulated and members are requested to return to NB by end March 2018
NB is to draft the information (identified at the meeting on 16/10) into a new spreadsheet format and circulate once again for completion
	CLOSED
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