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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 41st Meeting
The Derby Conference Centre
9.30am, 21st May 2019

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
N Barker			IWG Secretary
P Connelly	NG
C Findley	Ineos FPS
G Glover			Sabic
I Hageman	CLHPS
D Ingham	Cadent
J Jarvie	Ineos
A Latos	HSE
K Liddar	National Grid
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA
G Rogers			Wales & West Utilities
S Whiteley			Penspen (NGN contract)


Apologies:		 
J Brohan			GNI
K Burns				Wood Group
D Brown			Essar UK Oil Ltd
N Casey			HSE
M Davey	SGN 
D Gilbank			NGN
M Mills	Esso
F Masterton			Shell 


PT welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.
It was noted that Arnarldo Latos was attending on behalf of HSE as Neil had had to send his apologies.

Minutes of 23rd January 2019 Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and details below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.
	
3.	2018 Infringement Report
The 2018 report was still being finalised by NB following issues with member data.  NB had made the mistake of waiting until all data had been submitted before reviewing, when problems were then identified.  Next year, the data will be reviewed as submitted, to ensure delays like this year are not experienced.

The group reviewed the report to date and comments were made regarding the trends over the years.  It was also agreed that members would try and work harder to ensure that the ‘working for’ columns in the reporting systems are recorded.  Non-linewatch members are to see if their systems can be updated to include a ‘working for’ column.  There was discussion regarding what is and what is not actually being recorded by members in the database.  DI raising the point that if his colleagues stop a potential infringement and talk to the farmer / contractor about this, it would probably not be included in the database.  He is working with his staff to try and address this.

The list of top 10 infringers was reviewed.  This once again showed no one company being a significant offender.  House builders as a wider group, did however occupy a number of the top 10 slots and perhaps the group should look to try to influence these once the contractors GPG is developed. 


4.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update
a) Develop GPG for Local Authority Planners
	The guide had been approved for publication and would be uploaded to the main website following the Technical Seminar.  PT had produced an overview slideset to support the roll-out of the document which had received comments from a few members.  This presentation need updating to include some information regarding UKOPA, and taking account of the comments and then would be ready for members to use with the GPG when they visit local authorities (LAs) – thus giving a standard message.  GG reminded the group that other UKOPA guides such as Solar and Wind Turbine documents were also helpful to have with you when visiting Las.
	NB is to update the presentation and circulate with the notes of this meeting.
	Action 41.4.1 NB
	
b) Development of Working Near Pipelines Guide
	GR circulated copies of the Welsh version of the guide, which was well received by the group.
 
c) Development of Contractor Working Near Pipelines Guide
Action 40.5.3 NB - Ongoing
The working group to develop the initial draft of the GPG for contractors working new HP pipelines had not yet met.  Since no-one had let NB know about the potential members for the group (following the query in the last minutes), it was agreed that Marin Davey, Daniel Ingham, Carl Sadler, Ronnie Murray and Phil Taylor would be subgroup and a meeting would be arranged for June.
Members are requested to send in any documents they have that might assist with this development.
Action 41.4.2 All

5.	IWG programme / Budget Update
The current budget was reviewed.  Following discussions it was agreed that line items 4.9 – Landowner Seminars and 4.10 Contractor seminars should be returned to the wider UKOPA pot and that the group look at potential costings for producing a safety package that could be included in the Agricultural Colleges courses – PT and CF to investigate potential for this, whilst a feasibility study should take place to identify costs and timelines for preparing an updated UKOPA awareness DVD.  GR reminded the group that NG have a pipelaying timelaps film that might be a useful inclusion.
RM stated that Petroineos had recently used a small company close to them to prepared a promotional film for themselves and that he would pass the details over to NB for further discussions.
Action 41.5.1 PT / CF
Action 42.5.2 RM
Action 41.5.3 NB

6.   Sharing Learning from Infringements 
	RM shared an issue regarding in infringement by a local authority highways department on a Petroineos mothballed pipe.  The issue needed to be escalated all the way to the H&S manager.  Although the pipeline was mothballed, the attitude of LA staff, could mean that they may take the same approach with live pipelines, hence the escalation.

	KL raised the issue of caravan sites and encroachments / creep towards pipelines.  There was a discussion regarding the problems these can cause, but it was pointed out that most LAs have a person responsible for this type of issue and it was recommended that they were the starting point for discussions.

	It was noted that marker posts still don’t necessarily deter people from working near pipelines, one member had recently had an estate agents board attached to theirs!

	Flytipping issues were also discussed, members had used various methods to discourage, including signage and the installation of fake cameras.  However, all agreed that removal usually came at a cost to the operator.

7.	NFU (England and Scotland) Meeting updates
PT, KL and NB updated the group on their meeting with NUF England and Scotland.
England – a very productive meeting with Thomas Price who had been open to suggestions of how to better work together.  PT had taken away an action to produce an overview document to share with the NFU which TP would be prepared to publish.
This document will be updated and circulated for comments with these minutes and then be updated and issued to TP.

Outside of the meeting KL had been contacted by TP to offer UKOPA the opportunity to attend their stand at Cereals 2019 in Lincolnshire on 12th and 13th of June and members are requested to contact KL if they can attend.
Action 41.7.1 All

KL and NB also attended a meeting with most of the Regional Managers from NFU Scotland in Edinburgh.  Again this had been a very productive meeting, with UKOPA being able to explain their issues and why they are looking for engagement, whilst NFU Scotland were able to explain their concerns and potential concerns of their members.  It was suggested that UKOPA could maybe consider becoming and associate member of NFU Scotland which would enable a route to better engagement with their members.  NB was actioned to find out costs of membership.
Action 41.7.2 NB

9.    IWG items for the next UKOPA members meeting
The next members meeting would not be until October and as such this item will be discussed at the September meeting.

GG had kindly (been) volunteered to provide the IWG GPG updates at the Technical Seminar on 22nd May and PT thanked him.

10.	Date, Venue and Agenda of Next Meetings
 
	17th September – at Ineos O&P offices Grangemouth



Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	41.4.1
	NB
	Update and circulate LA GPG presentation
	Sent with these notes
	CLOSED

	41.4.2
	All
	Provide NB copies of any contractor documents that might help with drafting GPG
	
	

	41.5.1
	PT/CF
	Investigate the potential of including a UKOPA ½ hour slot on agricultural college courses
	
	

	41.5.2
	RM
	Provide NB with a contact details for film maker
	Details provided
	CLOSED

	41.5.3
	NB 
	Explore costing for updating ‘working safely’ film
	
	

	41.7.1
	All
	Let KL know if you can attend Cereals 2019 in Lincolnshire
	
	

	41.7.2
	NB
	Find out about costs of membership of NFU
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Previous Meeting Actions
	
	

	40.4.1
	NB
	Send FC details for the Infringement report requirements
	Sent
	CLOSED

	40.4.2
	NB
	Upload requirements to the members centre along with filtering information
	Uploaded
	CLOSED

	40.4.3
	GG
	Liaise with Linewatch members regarding 30mtr – 50mtr zone and whether it can be recorded differently
	There is still an ongoing discussion regarding the merit of this
	Ongoing

	40.5.1
	NB
	Add agenda item to next meeting for subgroup to develop LA Planner presentation slides
	Added under agenda item 4 of this meeting
	CLOSED

	40.5.2
	NB
	Upload Working Safely document to members centre
	Added
	CLOSED

	40.5.3
	NB
	Arrange subgroup teleconference for Working Safely contractor document
	Due to difficulties getting everyone, this has not yet happened
	Ongoing

	40.6.1
	NB
	Research where UKOPA might engage with contracting community
	A number of items have been identified, but these will be followed up once the GPG for contractors has been developed
	CLOSED

	40.8.1
	NB
	Share HSL / GR email re LUP developments
	Sent out with last meeting notes
	CLOSED

	40.8.2
	NB
	Share HSL spreadsheets with members where updates are required
	Sent to relevant members, but not received anything back
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	39.4.1
	Non-line watch members
	Provide 2018 infringement data by the end of January 2019
	May 19 – All data received by end April 2019
Jan 19 - Members had agreed that they would try and provide data by the end of January – to date none had been received (but since the meeting most had been provided)
	CLOSED

	39.4.2
	NB
	Circulate spreadsheet for members to provide length of pipeline operated and return by end Oct
	May 19 – this data is available in the Fault database so will use that information
Jan 19 - Spreadsheet had been circulated (which was missing Sabic and this will be addressed) but to date not many members had replied with their pipeline lengths
	CLOSED

	39.4.3
	JB
	Establish if Scottish pipelines are recorded in GNI figures and if not where are they reported
	May 19 – JB was not at the meeting but advised ‘this is reported by GNI(UK) only and is not reported by SGN
Jan 19 - JB was not at the meeting and no feedback had yet been provided
	[bookmark: _GoBack]CLOSED

	39.5.1
	NB
	Update LA planners GPG as per HSE comments and meeting decisions and provide responses to HSE
	May 19 – updates made, HSE advised and document approved for publication following on from the Technical Seminar
Jan 19- There were still some items for consideration and these would be addressed by the subgroup after this meeting 
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	37.4.4
	NB
	Contact NFU regarding Farm Safety Partnership
	23/1/19 NFU had been invited to attend the workshop on 22nd Jan 2019 but had not been able to.  Outside of the meeting NB had been in contact with Thomas Price and a meeting has been arranged
18/9 NB to share the GPG once it has been produced
May 18 - NB had contact the NFU and they were keen to see the final draft of the document once it has been produced 
	Ongoing
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