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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 48th Meeting
Via TEAMS
10am 14th September 2021

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
K Ainsworth	NGN
A Booth	National Grid
N Barker			IWG Secretary
K Burns				CATS
R Cummings	GNI
N Dutton	National Grid
C Findlay			Ineos FPS
M Fisher			SGN
J Jarvie	Ineos
R Kilmister	Perenco
R Murray	PetroIneos
C Sadler	Exolum
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA

Chris Belfield and Kathryn Deakin, HSE LUP team for item 2

Apologies:		 
D Brown	Shell
N Casey	HSE
S Davis	WWU
G Foster			Esso
D Gilbank			NGN
G Glover			Sabic
M Hamilton	SGN (invited guest)
D Ingham	Cadent
K Liddar	National Grid
F Masterton	Shell 
W Mullins	GNI
P Potts	Essar
G Rogers	WWU
J Rutherford	HSE
P Shortt	Mutual Energy
S Whiteley 	NGN


PT welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting and introductions were made. A special welcome was extended to the HSE Land Use Planning team. 

HSE LUP Team Discussion
HSE LUP Team of Kathryn Deakin and Chris Belfield had accepted the IWG invitation to attend the meeting and a general discussion took place in the following areas
a) Changes that UKOPA members should be aware of – since its launch in 2015, there had been minor amendments to the webapp (but not legislation) but nothing of major consequence and so the system does provide the relevant statutory advice. There have been a number of suggestions for how to move the app forward (including housing developments) but as yet there have not been the resources available to do this.

b) Issues with LA – PT outlined the collective view of UKOPA members regarding lack of engagement of LAs with many not actually making use of the webapp. It was noted that the HSE consultation zones are not seen by the LAs but HSE recommendation does come back when the developments are input into the system. The question was asked if there was a way of recommending that developers contact pipeline operators – it was noted that on the DNAA (do not advise against) there is a statement on the plans that does say contact the pipeline operator.

It was noted that as yet, not all UKOPA members have signed the pipeline agreements with the HSE and as such if pipeline data is requested, this can only be provided for members who have.

HSE are in contact with LAs every six months with a reminder about the webapp and it was asked if the UKOPA guidance document (GPG029) could be included.
Action 48.1 NB to provide HSE with link to GPG 029 

c) Solar and Wind Farm developments – HSE informed IWG that as these developments are not to do with societal risk (do not tend to affect people) and as such are not something that the HSE comment on; so will not be included in the Webapp. CF did however inform the group that in Scotland there is the Energy Consent Unit and Ineos has been asked to comment on some applications.
Action 48.2 NB establish if there is a similar unit in England

d) Permitted development rights and new planning process – It was noted that this was going to prove difficult for pipeline operators but not much that can be done through HSE

e) Creeping developments and developments already within the restricted zones – It was noted that the Webapp does have a history of all enquiries but there is no link between any of them, this if one development was DNAA and built, a second enquiry would not take account of this. However, the LA should be aware and it is their responsibility and not HSE. HSE advice is based on individual risk and not on cumulative risk, which is a concern to UKOPA members. HSE would need a change in advice and possibly legislation for this type of change. It is on HSE CHD5s list of challenges, but not believed to be a priority at present. PT asked if there was any benefit in writing to CHD5, and KD said it could be, but that the department would be needing to see examples of where this had been an issue. 

It was noted that the HSE has guidance on when to go through the WebApp process and when not (e.g. not for new windows, but a new room bigger then permitted developments would, etc) and this guidance is sent to LAs. The question was asked as to whether the HSE follow up with LAs who do not follow their advice but this does not happen often and the outcome was not known. The final sanction for LAs who do not follow this advice is judicial review, but this has never happened to everyone’s knowledge.

IWG should consider working with HSE to prepare a ‘worst offenders’ list so some education and guidance could be targeted in those LA most in need.
Action 48.3 IWG Consider at the Jan 2022 if a ‘worst offender’ list for LAs should be developed

PT thanks CL and KD for their attendance and NB agreed to try and follow up on the list of members who had still not signed the agreement for use of the pipeline data.	

Minutes of 11th May 2021 Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting of 11th May 2021 were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and detailed below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.
	
4.	Infringement Reports
a) 2020 Report – The 2020 report had been sent to the Board for approval, but a number of issues were raised by Peter Davis, including a request to include a list of actions – this is provided below:

	Action no
	Action
	IWG plan to address action

	1
	The IWG should monitor this trend (infringements where pipeline operator was aware of the activity taking place) and if necessary identify initiatives to reduce the figure
	

	2
	IWG aim to revise its strategy to help operators target a reduction in infringements in these key areas (Road/rail/utility works, Excavation works and Ditching).
	

	3
	IWG aim to investigate what members have been doing to decrease the number of fencing infringements and utilise these learnings in other key areas
	

	4
	IWG will find ways of engaging with the forestry industry body to raise awareness with the aim of reducing this figure
	

	5
	Awareness raising initiatives by IWG and UKOPA member companies will continue with the aim of reducing the number of infringements in Farmland, Private Land and in Road / Waterways
	

	6
	IWG with UKOPA members will continue to work together to improve the categorisation of infringements to try and ensure that the number of ‘unknown’ reports are reduced
	

	
	In 2022, IWG will re-establish links with NFU and SNFU and explore ways of raising awareness of HP pipelines
	


 
PT and NB were actioned with identifying the IWG plan for the 2020 actions and these will be discussed at the January UKOPA meeting.
Action 48.4 PT/NB develop IWG plan for addressing 2020 infringement report actions

It was however noted that there were 5 A infringements in the 2020 report and those members where these incident occurred should work with NB to ensure that Safety Alerts are written.
Action 48.5 NB/ A infringement members prepare safety alerts for A infringements

The question was asked whether any of the costs associated with the A infringements had been recovered. There was only one member who had recovered costs, others currently did not pursue payment from the infringer.

5.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update
a) GPG 036 Managing developments and works in the vicinity of high pressure pipelines – Final comments have been addressed, will be discussed at the EPWG at the end of September and then will then go through the UKOPA Governance Process.

b) GPG 039 Drones – The GPG had been published and a roll-out webinar is due to take place on 23rd September should anyone want to attend.

6.	Marker Posts
	National Grid shared that they were currently doing some work on marker posts, a) noting issues with challenging landowners (malicious damage, moving, etc) and b) where rewilding of verges (conservation areas) is taking place (but HSE stating that they need to be visible and well maintained). NG are looking for examples of good practice that they might not have considered.
	
a) Not many members experienced major problems, but those who did noted that the personal approach with landowner liaison, bespoke letters and increased monitoring could be considered
b) Recording of conservations areas / rewilding could be used to assist in this area. CF noted that there are websites that record some of these areas (https://magic.defra.gov.uk/, natural environment or Scottish national heritage could be work exploring)

7.	Recording of encroachments and infringements
	As DI was unable to attend the meeting, this item is to be carried over to the January 2022 meeting.


8.	Update of UKOPA DVD
	The final version of the DVD was shown at the end of the meeting. This was now to be sent to the UKOPA Board for approval to publish and upload to the website.

9. 	Agricultural College Course discussion
	Presentation completed and PT has held discussion with Landex re hosting the course and receiving data regarding number of colleges and students completing the course, average scores, etc, etc. The charges for hosting are £2k per year and this is to be put into the IWG budget with a work request form to be submitted to the UKOPA Board.

	Outside of the meeting, PT / NB is to work with Landex to convert the course into moodle format and consideration is to be given as to how to allow UKOPA members access. 

10.	Tree Planting Guidance
	A subgroup meeting had not yet taken place, however a number of documents have been shared and a meeting should be scheduled to enable a draft guidance note to be prepared. NB is requested to follow up with PT, CS and KB to arrange a meeting to discuss further.	

11.	HSE Update
	JR had sent his apologies to the meeting so there was no update.

12.	Sharing of Learnings from Infringements
· It is requested that the 5 A infringements from the 2020 report are shared at the next meeting
Action 48.6 NB to liaise with members re providing these at the January meeting
· Fencing is still causing problems for members
· Storage of silage bails on top of a pipeline, loading was not an issue, but the framer was still asked to move them and they obliged
· Issues are being experienced with rural internet installers, Wessex internet became a repeat offender, but a safety presentation has reduced the number of issues
· Fugro bore hole drilling in the vicinity of a HP pipeline, Linewatch have been asked to engage with the company

13.	IWG Programme / budget update 
	a) 2021 work plan
	With the reduced work plan for 2021, the working group budget had been agreed at £21.65K with a spend to date of £9.13K.

	It was noted that the tree planting guidance should be added to the work plan for the year. CF also requested that consideration be given to developing an awareness raising and targeted agricultural campaign to farming communities, perhaps by way of an eye catching 1 page advert, and that perhaps this could be the next phase for the agricultural subgroup? (NB has added this under ‘future work ideas’ on the financial spreadsheet.

10.	Date, Venue and Agenda of Next Meetings
The dates for the meetings for 2022 are agreed as 
Tuesday 18th January 2022
Tuesday 10th May 2022
Wednesday 21st September 2022



Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	48.1
	NB
	Provide HSE LUP dept with link to GPG029
	
	

	48.2
	NB
	Establish if there is a similar department to the Scottish Energy Consent Unit
	BEIS provides guidance on this, but it is for very large scale developments https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consents-and-planning-applications-for-national-energy-infrastructure-projects 
	

	48.3
	IWG
	Consider of LA ‘worst offenders’ list should be developed at the Jan 2022 meeting
	
	

	48.4
	PT / NB
	Develop IWG plan for addressing 2020 report actions
	
	

	48.5
	NB
	Work with the 5 members who had A infringements in 2020 to prepare safety alerts
	
	

	48.6
	Members with A infringements
	Present information at the Jan 2022 meeting regarding these incidents
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Previous Meeting Actions
	
	

	47.1
	NB / PT
	Invite HSE LUP team to the next IWG meeting to discuss issues with the process that have been identified
	HSE attended the September meeting
	CLOSED

	47.2
	All
	Send NB tree planting guidance documents
	Guidance sent by some members 
	CLOSED

	47.3
	NB
	Prepared ‘straw man’ tree planting guidance for review by subgroup
	Sep 21 – ‘straw man’ for tree planting guidance not yet prepared
	Ongoing

	47.4
	Sub-group
	Subgroup to prepare tree planting initial draft for review at the next meeting
	Sep 21 – group not yet met
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	46.2
	PT
	Find out about how to engaged with LAs through Associations / other working groups
	Sep 21 – still ongoing
May 21 – work still required to address this
	Ongoing

	46.5
	PT
	Prepare safety alert re fencing infringement
	Sep 21 – PT to request colleagues put into UKOPA format
May 21 – Not yet prepared 
	Ongoing

	46.7
	Subgroup
	Hold initial meeting re hazard film development
	Sept 21 – Not meeting held, but KB is still happy to host. Decide at Jan meeting if this action should proceed
May 21 – as per 46.6 no meeting held as no volunteers came for forward
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	44.3
	DVD subgroup
	Work with PR company to prepare storyboard and arrange filming as appropriate
	Sept 21 – final filming had taken place and group asked for approval to publish
May 21 – further filming taking place and draft will be shared when available
Jan 21 – draft DVD prepared and will be shared by PT once approval has been given by BPA
Sept 20 – Story boarding had been prepared and was discussed at the June meeting (item 5). Subgroup to liaise further with Source PR to develop a plan for delivering the film
	CLOSED

	43.7.1
	PT
	Speak with Linewatch regarding their presentations to agricultural colleges
	Sept 21 – this has been overtaken by the UKOPA Landex presentation and should be closed
May 21 – PT still to speak with Linewatch
Jan 21 – information is available on Linewatch website, but sharing of presentation or what is covered would be helpful
Sept 20 – meeting had not yet taken place with Linewatch and this is to be followed up
Jun 20 – Linewatch confirmed that college presentation were taking place. A further meeting to discuss potential collaboration is required
	CLOSED

	42.4.2
	NB
	Liaise with FARWG to share spreadsheet of LUP issues
	Sep 21 – CF asked about the aim of this work. Examples are needed if UKOPA members want to challenge HSE regarding planning zones. Examples are still requested if members have them.
May 21 – this is to remain on the action list
Jan 21
Sept/ Jun/ Jan 20
The spreadsheet still needed to be updated, so if anyone has any issues that could be included they are requested to share with Graham Goodfellow the FARWG
	Ongoing

	42.4.3
	NB / ALL
	Complete spreadsheet of councils visited and send back to NB – sent with minutes
	Sep 21 – It is was requested that the spreadsheet be updated to include issues experienced with LAs that might feed into new action 48.1
May 21 – a decision required at the next meeting as to whether this should remain open
Jan 21
Sept / Jun/ Jan 20
Some members had returned the spreadsheet, but this will be an ongoing action as more members carry out LA visits
	Ongoing



Prepared by NB January 2022 
Prepared by NB December 2021 
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