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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 49th Meeting
Via TEAMS
10am 18th January 2022

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
K Ainsworth	NGN
N Barker			IWG Secretary
K Burns				CATS
R Cummings	GNI
M Davey	SGN
C Findlay			Ineos FPS
M Fisher			SGN
G Glover			Sabic
D Ingham	Cadent
R Murray	PetroIneos
C OcConor	CATS
P Potts	Essar
C Sadler	Exolum
P Shortt	Mutual Energy
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA

Apologies:		 
D Gilbank			NGN
J Jarvie	Ineos
R Kilmister	Perenco
F Masterton	Shell 
G Rogers	WWU


PT welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting and introductions were made. 


Minutes of 14th September 2021 Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting of 14th September 2021 were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and detailed below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.
	
3. 	Infringement Reports
a) 2020 Report – A spreadsheet action list (IWG-22-03 2020 action list) with an initial ‘IWG plan to address’ column had been prepared by PT / NB and was discussed at the meeting. The spreadsheet was updated based on the discussions and actions are to be progressed by NB as appropriate before the next meeting.
Action 49.1 NB follow up on actions from IWG-22-03

Action 2 - MF agreed to find out and share what articles SGN had produced for Scottish agricultural shows and SFU magazine.

	Action 5 - asks for members to complete the stakeholder engagement document – originally circulated in 2018 – so that good practice for engagement can be shared and common approaches led by IWG can be identified. Please send back the information by 31st March 2022
Action 49.2 All return completed IWG-18-03 stakeholder engagement document by 31st Mar 2022

4.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update
a) GPG 036 Managing developments and works in the vicinity of high pressure pipelines – The final version had been approved by the Governance Group and was with the Board for final approval to publish.

b) GPG 041 Tree Planting Guidance – A number of members had provided their own versions of tree planting guidance documents and the subgroup consisting of PT, CS and MD were due to meet on 25th January to prepare an initial outline document. This would be circulated to the group once prepared for discussion at the next meeting. There was a request for any member with photos of tree root damage to pipeline coatings to send them in.


5.	Recording of Encroachments and Infringements
	Since receiving a request from Cadent (Ade Watham and Thomas Bancroft) they had not been able to attend either of the past 2 meetings that they had been invited to and so the item was removed from the agenda.


6. 	Agricultural College Course discussion
	The final course had been sent to the Board for approval and a few minor comments were received. The group were shown and worked through the course, with final comments being collated with the Board comments for final update. PT and NB are to meet with Landex on 2nd February to agree final version of the document and discuss the role out across the Landex member colleges.

	PT put out a request to members to support by visiting colleges should they want this involvement. Following the meeting with Landex a role out plan will be developed.


7.	HSE Update
	There was not report from HSE.


8.	Sharing of Learnings from Infringements
· MF provided an overview of 3 of the A1 infringements from the 2020 infringement report. 
· 1 – repeat offender
· Add information about marker posts and where they were placed
· Informal agreement between landowner and neighbour who carried out the work on behalf of the landowner
· Learning points to include safety conversation with landowner and the fact that they should be encouraged to pass this information on (Sabic noted that they have a check list for safety converstations)
· 2 – earth levelling works
· This is still under legal priviledge so may need to be developed at a later stage
· Understanding new landowner registrations and engagement is key
· Process for understanding the splitting and selling of land parcels and ultimate ownership – noting that England land registry produces an annual land parcel list that can be purchased, but that there does not seem to be a similar process in Scotland
· 3 – Depth of cover 
· Similar issue to alert 1
· PT asked about how often members measured depth of cover – the majority it was on a 5 yearly rolling basis
· PT shared learnings from a pond extension that caused an A1 damage that occurred in 2021 and a safety alert will be prepared once the investigation has been concluded.





13.	IWG Programme / budget update 
	a) 2022 work plan
	PT explained that the Board had asked for milestones and deliverables to be developed for each of the line items included in the IWG workplan. He is working with Grant Rogers to prepare and present this at the Board meeting in February.

10.	Date, Venue and Agenda of Next Meetings
The dates for the meetings for 2022 are agreed as 
Tuesday 10th May 2022 – IGEM, Kegworth
Wednesday 21st September 2022



Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	49.1
	NB
	Follow up on actions listed in 2020 infringement report action plan IWG-22-03
	
	

	49.2
	All
	Return stakeholder questionnaire (IWG-18-03) by 31st March
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Previous Meeting Actions
	
	

	48.1
	NB
	Provide HSE LUP dept with link to GPG029
	Link sent and HSE sent the list of UKOPA members still not signed onto the Webapp agreement
	CLOSED

	48.2
	NB
	Establish if there is a similar department to the Scottish Energy Consent Unit
	BEIS provides guidance on this, but it is for very large scale developments https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consents-and-planning-applications-for-national-energy-infrastructure-projects 
	CLOSED

	48.3
	IWG
	Consider if LA ‘worst offenders’ list should be developed at the Jan 2022 meeting
	Not to be developed at present time
	CLOSED

	48.4
	PT / NB
	Develop IWG plan for addressing 2020 report actions
	IWG plan prepared and additional comments added after this meeting see IWG-22-03
	CLOSED

	48.5
	NB
	Work with the 5 members who had A infringements in 2020 to prepare safety alerts
	Jan 22 – MF presented some information that needs further development. Awaiting confirmation from PT for his alert and MD needs to provide final information 
	Ongoing

	48.6
	Members with A infringements
	Present information at the Jan 2022 meeting regarding these incidents
	Information presented bar MD
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	47.3
	NB
	Prepared ‘straw man’ tree planting guidance for review by subgroup
	Jan 22 – meeting of subgroup arranged for 25th Jan this item closed leaving 47.4 open
Sep 21 – ‘straw man’ for tree planting guidance not yet prepared
	CLOSED

	47.4
	Sub-group
	Subgroup to prepare tree planting initial draft for review at the next meeting
	Jan 22 – meeting of subgroup arranged for 25th Jan
Sep 21 – group not yet met
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	46.2
	PT
	Find out about how to engaged with LAs through Associations / other working groups
	Jan 22 – still ongoing
Sep 21 – still ongoing
May 21 – work still required to address this
	Ongoing

	46.5
	PT
	Prepare safety alert re fencing infringement
	Jan 22 – still awaiting confirmation from BPA that this information can be shared
Sep 21 – PT to request colleagues put into UKOPA format
May 21 – Not yet prepared 
	Ongoing

	46.7
	Subgroup
	Hold initial meeting re hazard film development
	Jan 22 – CoC has followed up (outside of meeting) to try and get things moving
Sept 21 – Not meeting held, but KB is still happy to host. Decide at Jan meeting if this action should proceed
May 21 – as per 46.6 no meeting held as no volunteers came for forward
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	42.4.2
	NB
	Liaise with FARWG to share spreadsheet of LUP issues
	Jan 22 – this item is to remind open to remind people to share issues
Sep 21 – CF asked about the aim of this work. Examples are needed if UKOPA members want to challenge HSE regarding planning zones. Examples are still requested if members have them.
May 21 – this is to remain on the action list
Jan 21
Sept/ Jun/ Jan 20
The spreadsheet still needed to be updated, so if anyone has any issues that could be included they are requested to share with Graham Goodfellow the FARWG
	Ongoing

	42.4.3
	NB / ALL
	Complete spreadsheet of councils visited and send back to NB – sent with minutes
	Jan 22 – still awaiting completed forms
Sep 21 – It is was requested that the spreadsheet be updated to include issues experienced with LAs that might feed into new action 48.1
May 21 – a decision required at the next meeting as to whether this should remain open
Jan 21
Sept / Jun/ Jan 20
Some members had returned the spreadsheet, but this will be an ongoing action as more members carry out LA visits
	Ongoing
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