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Dear Ross





UKOPA FAULT DATABASE

You may remember I wrote to you last December inviting BG International Downstream to join the UKOPA Fault Database.

Now is an exciting time to commit BG International Downstream to join the group – we are about to start publicising the first results from our efforts over the past two years, and there is no doubt we are coming up with most interesting results.

As a member of UKOPA many of these results will of course be available in the papers we are now starting to produce.  But the real benefits of being able to search this extensive database for all sorts of other parameters, to be able to assess specific design factors when considering new pipeline systems, and to be able to use the expertise of the group will only be available to participating members.

I would therefore urge BG International Downstream to join the group.

We have considered the costs carefully as you suggested.  However ongoing maintenance and updating of the database requires the expertise of BG Technology, and as a consortium we have to pay for their service.  The more Companies who join the group, the cheaper the annual charges will be, but at this time, the annual cost of running the database is of the order of £30,000 per year.

Recognising the limited length of pipeline which you have in operation at present, we are therefore able to invite you to join during 2001 and just pay the annual fee of £4,500 plus VAT – there will be no entry charge. 

Our next major update to the database will be during Q1 2001, so this would be an ideal time for BG International Downstream  to join.

I do hope we can welcome you to the group

Best wishes,

yours sincerely

R A McConnell

Chairman, Fault Database Management Group

