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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 31st Meeting
Sabic Europe, Redcar
10.00am, 26th January 2016

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
C Ballentine			Shell
N Barker			IWG Secretary
H Berry				HSE (via telephone)
D Brown			Essar UK Oil Ltd 
W Gaffney			SGN
G Glover			Sabic
D Ingham	National Grid
J Kenneth	NGN
K Liddar	National Grid
G Rogers (Chairman)		Wales & West Utilities 
P Rowlands			Esso
J Ruxton			BP Exploration
R Stockley	National Grid
P Taylor	BPA

Apologies:		 
M Davey			SGN
S Law	BP Exploration

Introductions were made given the number of new people at the meeting

Minutes of 13th October 2016 Meeting and Actions Arising

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2015 were accepted as a true and accurate record.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes, unless covered as agenda items.
It was agreed to invite a representative of HSL to the next meeting to provide an update on the LUP site.
Action 31.2.1 NB – Invite HSL to present at next meeting

UKOPA Infringement Data 2015

GR confirmed that NB would be preparing the Infringement data report for the IWG moving forward.  Fisher German will be providing the Linewatch data, with all other members providing data via the reporting mechanism.

A reminder that non-Linewatch members need to provide their data to GR before the end of March 2016  
Action 30.3.1 Non-Linewatch members – provide infringement date to GR by end March 2015


4.	HSE Sector Interaction (inc Agriculture Sector Update)

Action 28.6.1 GR to send HSE further information and arrange a meeting – Action Ongoing
A meeting had not been arranged with HSE, but RH had agreed to draft an initial document, similar to the HSE AIS No 8 – Working Safely Near Overhead Electricity Power Lines, for consideration by the IWG.  RH is currently on paternity leave and LK offered to pick this up with him upon his return.  It was requested that a non gas operator provide some input into the document production.

GR informed the meeting of the successful training session run by Jane Haswell and Neil Jackson for HSE.  HB reinforced this point.  It was noted that a number of IWG members had provided extremely useful case studies for this course, and more of these were needed from members.  It has been suggested that this course could be adapted to provide training for UKOPA members moving forward.

Outside of the meeting, NB has suggested that a standing item be added to the agenda to discuss / share specific infringement information at IWG meetings.
Action 31.4.1 NB – add infringement sharing as agenda item to future meetings

5. 	GOOD PRACTICE GUIDES / IWG DOCUMENTS FOR UPDATE

All comments received on GPG draft document following the last meeting had been added to the next drafts and circulated to the sub-groups for further updates
	Action 30.5.1 All – send NB comments by 31st Oct 2015 - Closed

It was noted that there should be strict timescales for managing the production of documents so that development does not just drift from one IWG meeting to the next without any productive developments.  NB informed that meeting that as part of the UKOPA Strategy, a process was being put in place to ensure timely monitoring and production of document.  With working groups having to provide an update on developments on a quarterly basis – with follow-up where necessary.

a. Avoiding 3rd Party Damage
It was agreed that a teleconference of the subgroup would take place in Mid February in order to finalise the document for sign off from IWG before subsequent governance process. 
Action 31.5.1 Subgroup 1 – Produce final draft for agreement by IWG members.

b. Update to Wind Turbine Guidance Doc – to include electricity infrastructure and impact
GR informed the group that John Dyson was now working on the CP sections for the Wind and Solar farm documents although had not recently received any further update.  GR agreed to contact JD with the aim of moving things forward prior to the members meeting at the end of February.
Action 31.5.2 GR – contact John Dyson

6.	PLANT PROTECTION
a. Vehicles Crossing Pipelines (LSBUD)
DI informed the meeting of an issue he was experiencing with LSBUD with regards to area of interested when queries are submitted, with no consideration being giving to access to the potential site – i.e. the potential for heavy vehicles having to cross pipelines, even though he working site may be some distance from the site.

From discussion, it was agreed that this is a potential issue for many UKOPA members and DI agreed to feed this back to LSBUD in order to try and get things expedited.  PT also agreed that this should be raised at a future Linewatch meeting.

Outside of the meeting, DI has been in touch with LSBUD and the response he received is here:

“Apologies for the delay getting back to you, we have discussed this internally and agree with all of the points you made.
At the moment we refer to the search area as the “dig site”, we will be changing this to “site” and will add a note that the access routes should be included within this. We hope that you find these changes acceptable.
A request has been put in with our development team to have these changes applied.
Kind regards,
The LSBUD Team”

b. Railway Crossings
PR raised the issue of railway crossing, what requirements members have to work to and the issue of trying to contact Network Rail.  Information regarding railway crossings is available in TD1 and 8010.  There was however great discussion regarding issues with Network Rail, timescales and charging that was involved.  WWU had timescale problems, but did have a process for liaising with their local rail contacts, whereas other members seemed to be experience no communication whatsoever or being shoved from ‘pillar to post’.

It was suggested that evidence was required before UKOPA could approach Network Rail and as such members are requested to provide evidence / case studies of any potential near misses in the vicinity of pipelines, along with examples of issues they have had trying to liaise with Network Rail.  GR / NB will also review the 2015 infringement data to see if there is any correlation with the case studies provided.  From there, IWG can take a decision as to how to proceed with Network Rail.
Action 31.6.1 All – Provide case studies and information regarding Network Rail
 

7.	 IWG PAGES ON WEBSITE 
	The updated UKOPA website went live in the middle of January.  NB informed the meeting that the decision was taken to do this in the hope that feedback would then be received about changes required, and additional items to be added – particularly from the working groups.

	The meeting took a brief look at the site and some initial suggestion (a news link to such things as HSE prosecutions, the need to open a new window if you click on any of the links, smaller banner to save scrolling, link to the LSBUD video, etc) were made.	
	NB is collate all the suggestions from IWG members and feed into the website developers.  Members did however agree to provide any further suggestions once they had reviewed the site, but more importantly, before the next members meeting (24th February) provide a URL link for where they would like their company logo link to take them to from the UKOPA website.
Action 31.7.1 All – Provide URL link
Action 31.7.2 All – Provide feedback on website


8.	JIP A3 Monitoring
As part of the UKOPA strategy one of the areas for consideration is the potential for Joint Industry Projects.  GR had been sent a suggestion from A3 monitoring (via Jane Haswell) for demonstration project for Pipeline theft detection systems.  This proposal was very briefly discussed and it was agreed that the proposal would be circulated with the minutes and people should provide comment as to the suitability of the proposal before 10th February, in order that GR could take the views to the next board meeting.
Action 31.8.1 All – Provide feedback on JIP proposal

Following on from the discussion, HB raised the question of the cost of pipeline thefts to UK plc, including costs to – fix, clean up, lost opportunity costs, etc as well as an estimation of risk.  This was something that is of interest to HSE.  GR agreed to raise the point with the board.
Action 31.8.2 GR – raise the issue of the costs of pipeline theft with the board.


9.	IWG ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEMBERS MEETING
	There were no specific items raised for inclusion by GR at the next members meeting


10.	DATE, VENUE AND AGENDA OF NEXT MEEETING
The following dates were set for future IWG meetings:

Wednesday 11th May 2016 – tbc but probably the Derby Conference Centre (prior to the UKOPA Technical Seminar) 
Tuesday 27th September 2017 – tbc but Tebay unless another member volunteers a venue






Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	31.2.1
	NB
	Invite HSL to present LUP application at next meeting
	Invite sent to Philip Shea on 4th Feb 2016
	

	31.4.1 
	NB
	Add sharing infringements as an agenda item moving forward
	
	

	31.5.1
	Subgroup
	Completed draft of GPG managing pipeline infringements
	
	

	31.5.2
	GR
	Contact John Dyson regarding GPGs
	
	

	31.6.1
	All
	Provide case studies / information on Network Rail before 24th Feb
	
	

	31.7.1
	All
	Provide Company URL for link from UKOPA website by 24th February
	
	

	31.7.2
	All
	Provide feedback and suggestion on website
	
	

	31.8.1
	All
	Provide feedback on A3 JIP proposal by 10th February
	
	

	31.8.2
	GR
	Update the board on HSE want to understand the cost of pipeline theft to UK plc.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	30.3.1
	Gas Operators
	Provide infringement data for 2015 report to GR by 31st March 2016
	Jan 2016 - NB is going to be producing the report for the IWG from 2016.  BP require the IWG guidance for presenting infringement date no via Linewatch
	Ongoing

	30.5.1
	All
	Send comments on GPGs to NB by 31st October 2015
	Comments provided and updated version currently under review by the subgroup.
	CLOSED

	30.7.1
	GR
	Find out who HSL should be liaising with from UKOPA Board.  Also raise the point about HSL charging for planning data with the board.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]GR reported the HSL charge is running the service and the UKOPA board believe it to be a fair and equitable service.  HB reminded the group that the service is aimed at developers and local authorities
	CLOSED

	30.8.1
	All
	Provide case studies and pictures / facts for use on website
	Website gone live – action replaced by action 31.7.1 and 31.7.2
	CLOSED

	30.9.1
	NB 
	Confirm date of May 2016 meeting once the Technical Seminar date has been agreed
	Date of next meeting Wednesday 11th May 2016, Derby Conference Centre before Technical Seminar on 12th May
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	29.3.1
	NB/GR
	Arrange Annual report subgroup teleconference and draft document
	Oct 2015 – draft report prepared and comments from this meeting to be fed back to PH for preparation of final draft.
Jan 2016 – Document finalised and published on website
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	28.6.1
	GR
	Send new HSE agricultural contact further information before arranging a meeting
	May 2015 – Information had been provided by both HSE and IWG, meeting now needs to be arranged
Oct 2015 – RH is to prepare the initial draft of the guidance document
Jan 2016 – RH on paternity leave.  Asked for a non-gas person to assist with the prepration

	Ongoing





Ongoing



Ongoing
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