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17 April 2001

Dear Mr McConnell

Re: ACDS/UKOPA Technical Working Group on Pipeline Safety Issues

Thank for your recent letter and your outline structure for a new pipelines group.

This provides us with a useful framework to work around, and will help us develop a

proposal for ACDS.

The advisory structure that exists already provides the Commission with a

tremendous amount of detailed insight and input to its work, enabling it in turn to

fulfil its role in advising Ministers on health and safety matters. Whilst much of this

can be drawn from its wide-range representation, there are times when issues need

to be considered in much more detail. I believe the specific issues we discussed in

February fall into that category. My commitment is to see how what we agreed can

now be best effected.

As you are already aware, a number of groups have been, or are still, looking at

pipeline specific and related issues. Only at the last ACDS meeting members

considered recommendations from the Major Hazards Subcommittee, and Gasoline

Pipelines Steering Group, relating to the argument for gasoline pipelines to attract

the full duties of PSR. An important outcome of that debate was for a group to be

set up, as soon as is practicable, to consider how the HSE assessment and

planning advice processes might be made transparent to those operating in the

gasoline sector. I think this provides a good illustration of the HSE advisory process

seeking to draw out the detail from those closest to the issue.

Although I wish to act on the ACDS decision promptly, I also want to ensure that it

fits the broader picture of stakeholder involvement, and in particular, that

represented by your separate proposal. I have asked Neville Briscoe to consider

how this might be best achieved, and he will be reporting back to me shortly.

When we met we discussed who might be invited to chair the new group. We also

considered that he/she might be best drawn from the independent ranks of ACDS,

but not exclusively. Have you given any further thought to who this might be ? We

have not approached anyone yet, or sought other members views, but Tony Cox is

one who springs to mind most readily. However, he is already heavily loaded.

Aside from his committee work he also runs his own safety consultancy business,

and I suspect asking him to chair this group would represent one invitation too

many. Another thought is Gordon Walker. He is at Staffordshire University, and

although he is new to ACDS he brings with him a wide knowledge and understanding

of the issues affecting pipelines.

Thank you again for your efforts. I hope to be able to get back to you quite soon with

details of our next steps. Please, however, let Neville or myself know if you have any

thoughts on potential Chairman.

Yours sincerely

Kevin Allars

Acting Head of Nuclear and Hazardous

Installations Policy Division

