ACDS MHSC Working Group On Pipelines

Notes of Meeting held on 15th November, Staffordshire University

Attendance:

G P Walker
Chairman

M Harrison
UKOPA/Huntsman

P Siddals
UKOPA/Transco

P Davies 
UKOPA/BPA

N Briscoe
HSE Policy Unit

B McCullough
HSE MSDU (Representing R Turner)

J Haswell
UKOPA/Secretary

Introductions

G Walker invited members to introduce themselves and explain their reason for attendance:

J Haswell
Ex-Transco, now engineering contractor/consultant with PIE Ltd, providing secretarial support to WGP on behalf of UKOPA

M Harrison
Huntsman, Chairman of UKOPA, representing chemical industries pipeline operators

P Davies
BPA, Member of CONCAWE, representing gasoline/refined product pipeline operators

R McConnell
ABB/Eutech, independent SH&E Consultant, nominated by UKOPA

B McCullough
HSE MSDU, representing R Turner, technical development of HSE risk assessment/LUP 

methodology

N Briscoe
HSE Safety Policy Directorate, HSE pipeline regulation policy and competent authority for European Pipeline Directive

G Walker
Head of Department, Geography, Staffordshire University, research interest and experience in land use planning, public perception of risk, risk communication. Independent member of ACDS from late 2000.

2 
Establishing the Group

2.1 
Membership 

It was noted that A Thayne, HSE, was to present the HSE Pipelines Operational Strategy. UKOPA representatives proposed that A Thayne be invited as a permanent member. N Briscoe confirmed this would be acceptable to HSE. J Haswell to write to A Thayne on behalf of WGP inviting his membership.









Action J Haswell

N Briscoe noted that HSE (R Turner) would intend to invite additional attendees to support specific agenda items. It was agreed this approach to meeting attendance would be adopted as a principle.

The need for LA representation was discussed. G Walker advised that LAs were represented on MHSC, and could review WGP business and attend as appropriate. This was agreed.

G Walker noted that the membership of the WGP would be reviewed on a bi-annual basis, and raised an action to review in November 2003.









Action J Haswell

2.2
Remit

The Terms of Reference were discussed in detail. It was agreed the wording of paragraphs two and three be amended to acknowledge the WGP would be proactive not only in addressing the formal ACDS/MHSC consultative agenda, but as a priority would develop and progress a focussed agenda and work programme, for which formal agreement would be sought from MHSC.  J Haswell to prepare revised wording for agreement.









Action J Haswell

M Harrison requested an overview of the ACDS/MHSC committee, sub-committee and working group organisation. G Walker agreed to prepare for consideration at the next meeting.









Action G Walker

2.3
Interface with MHSC/ACDS 

The interface with MHSC will be via N Briscoe, and with ACDS will be via G Walker. G Walker will attend MHSC to present WGP issues when appropriate.

2.4 Method of Working

Recording and Reporting

G Walker stated that notes/reports would have open government status, unless an exception to this was justified. J Haswell will prepare notes on behalf of the WGP. G Walker will agree prior to circulation.

G Walker proposed that the WGP submit a short prepared report summarising key points covered at each meeting. It was agreed the points to be included would be agreed under standing agenda item at each meeting, J Haswell would draft report for agreement and forwarding by G Walker.









Action J Haswell

MHSC/ACDS Minutes.

Members requested access to these minutes. N Briscoe stated that these documents will have open status, and agreed to confirm access routes.

Action N Briscoe

Circulation of Papers

All representatives requested electronic document circulation. J Haswell agreed to progress.









Action J Haswell

Code of Conduct

The HSE Code of Conduct for involvement in consultative committees was discussed. It was agreed clarity regarding the level of detail required was required. N Brisk agreed to confirm this and provide J Haswell with a model for circulation. J Haswell to collate required information on behalf of WGP, and circulate key contact information to members.









Action N Briscoe/J Haswell

3
Technical Work Programme

3.1
HSE Fundamental Review of Land Use Planning

G Walker noted that industry concerns voiced by UKOPA regarding the lack of transparency with regard to Land Use Planning (LUP) was a fundamental reason for the institution of the Group

B McCullough summarised key points covering the conclusions and recommendations of the fundamental review, specifically in relation to risk-based LUP zones and decision criteria for natural gas pipelines. He noted that R Turner had requested that detailed discussion be postponed until he was present to address issues. It was noted that the recommendations would be implemented by HSE in January 2002. The details of the work, recommendations and implementation route will be presented by R Turner at the WGP Technical Workshop on 27th November.

P Davies asked how the risk based 3 zone policy would apply to other pipelines. 

P Siddals noted that HSE would advise based on PSR notification data, and asked whether this accounted for local pipeline details, such as sections of thick wall pipe.

P Siddals asked whether the decision matrix enabled a more detailed decision process than simply yes/no.

R McConnell asked if the results of the fundamental review of risk were available for assessment. N Briscoe agreed to enquire and advise on access route.









Action N Briscoe

G Walker requested that all discussion be postponed to the Technical Workshop.

3.2
UKOPA Paper - Land Use Planning - Laying new pipelines and development sin the vicinity of existing pipelines

G Walker invited R McConnell to present this paper. R McConnell briefly described the background to and contents and recommendations of the paper.

G Walker requested members review the paper with a view to potentially approving following discussions on the detailed issues at the technical workshop on 27th.

3.3
HSE Operational Strategy - Pipelines

N Briscoe reported that A Thayne had been unable to attend due to other urgent business, but requested that this issue be progressed by the WGP. UKOPA representatives confirmed they had had sight of this, and supported its consideration by the WGP. G Walker proposed that A Thayne be invited to present this strategy at the next meeting J Haswell to organise.









Action J Haswell 

3.4
Technical Workshop

G Walker noted that the Technical Workshop was being held with the support of all members in order to progress a significant technical agenda. The purpose of the workshop format was to promote discussion, review and challenge under a focussed agenda with appropriate representation.

It was agreed that the workshop (to be held at Daresbury, commencing 10.00 am, target completion by 4 pm) will focus on the HSE LUP review in the morning, and the UKOPA recommendations for the development of a risk based approach to decision making for all pipelines in the afternoon. G Walker can attend pm only. It was therefore proposed and agreed that the morning session would be led by R McConnell (as the WGP independent member), G Walker would lead the afternoon session, which would include a summary and conclusion session. J Haswell to agree agenda with R Turner and R McConnell, and issue. P Sidles asked whether additional attendees could be invited, This was confirmed, all additional invitees to be notified to R McConnell.

4 
Legislation Update

4.1 UK Legislation

N Briscoe reported that HSE were currently working on amendments to Regulations 8 (Materials) and 13 (Maintenance) to allow Transco a defence in relation to the 30 year low pressure mains replacement policy under these regulations (which are absolute in terms of duty). This work was priority, and is delaying progress on the planned amendments to PSR 96. The revisions to regs 8 and 13 are planned for enactment mid 2002.

4.2
EU Directive

N Briscoe reported that it has been confirmed that the EU pipelines directive will be progressed under the 6 year environmental action programme, which commenced in 2001. He noted that the environmental action programme extended the Seveso II principles to pipelines. It is expected the pipelines directive will be progressed under this requirement mid 2002.

5
WGP Report to MHSC.ACDS

It was agreed the WGP report would cover 

i) Revision to Terms of Reference

ii) Membership principles

iii) Technical Workshop

Action J Haswell

6
AOB 

No items of any other business were raised.

7
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held w/c 11 February 2002, date to be confirmed ASAP. 
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