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This report covers key issues discussed and agreed by the Working Group on Pipelines (WGP) at the meeting held on 15th November 2001.

1 Terms of Reference

The Terms of Reference for the group were considered in detail. It was agreed the Terms of Reference should be amended to acknowledge the WGP would be proactive not only in addressing the formal ACDS/MHSC consultative agenda, but as a priority would develop and progress a focussed agenda and work programme, for which formal agreement would be sought from MHSC.  

2 Membership

The current membership of the WGP was considered. It was agreed that:

i) A Thayne, HSE, should be invited to join the WGP as a permenant member, as his current priorities align with the WGP agenda. 

ii) Local Authority Representatives on MHSC would review the WGP business and attend as appropriate.

iii) As a matter of principle, the WGP would invite additional attendees to support specific topics as appropriate.

3
Technical Workshop

In order to make fast progress with a significant technical agenda, the WGP is holding a Technical Workshop on 27th November to enable HSE to update the WGP on the outcome of the fundamental review of land use planning and to present the risk assessment methodology for natural gas pipelines, and to allow discussion of UKOPA proposals for a risk-based approach to land use planning for new and existing pipelines. The workshop will be attended by technical experts from HSE and industry. It is proposed that details of the WGP technical agenda and work programme will be agreed at this workshop.
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