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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

	                    
UKOPA Infringement Working Group

Minutes of the 38th Meeting
The Derby Conference Centre
10am, 15th May 2018

Attendance, Apologies and Membership

Present		
N Barker			IWG Secretary
P Boyle				Essar UK Oil Ltd 
D Brown			Essar UK Oil Ltd
P Chan				SGN
B Downes			Shell 
I Hageman	CHLPS
G Glover			Sabic
D Ingham	Cadent
J Jarvie	Ineos
C Johnson	Ineos FPS
K Liddar	National Grid
M Mills	Esso
G Rogers			Wales & West Utilities
P Taylor (Chairman)	BPA
E Timerick	National Grid (replacing R Bood)


Apologies:		 
R Bood	National Grid (tendered resignation, replaced by E Timerick)
J Brohan			GNI
K Burns				Wood Group
M Davey	SGN 
D Turner			NGN


PT welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.

It was noted that following A Meyer (HSE) move into the Chemical Division of HSE, IWG has no HSE representative on the working group.  GR offered to follow up with HSE as the Board are also currently awaiting feedback on the HSE restructure.
Action 38.1.1 GR


Minutes of 23rd January 2018  Meeting and Actions Arising
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Actions Arising – are covered in the table at the end of these minutes and details below, unless covered as agenda items – where more details are provided in these minutes.


IWG 2017 Infringement Report
NB had circulated a copy of the 2017 Infringement report, along with a copy of the graphs and data including the GNI data so that a decision could be made as to which set if graphs to include in the report.  NB noted that all of the required data had been submitted within 1 week of the end of March 2018 requested data and wanted to pass on her thanks for this.  Re-issuing the template identifying the required format and how to carry out the ‘sorting’ process for the gas operators had proved extremely helpful, in enable to the date to be submitted correctly.
There was an in-depth discussion regarding whether or not to include the GNI data in the initial report or include as an addendum (not for publication but to be kept internally).  GR pointed out that one of the reasons for producing the report was to identify UK issues and potentially where required, engage with the HSE where required.  The view expressed was that the published report should remain with just UK operator data but that an appendix / addendum should be included for data containing ‘overseas’ operator data, where it is submitted.  PT asked GR to take the issues to the board regarding how to proceed.
Action 38.3.1 GR

CJ raised the question about who provides data for the report and also does this data capture how the report was identified i.e. ‘by what means’ (aerial, routine patrol, etc).  NB noted that those companies who provide the data are listed at the front of the report.  This is provided either by Linewatch, for those members of UKOPA who also members or Linewatch, or directly to UKOPA for those who are not (or those organisations who are Linewatch members but chose not to report via that route).  

With regards to the ‘by what means’ is the data reported; those who report via the Linewatch database have a field to complete for ‘Patrol’ (or by what means), which includes things like Aeiral Patrol, Ground Patrol, Notification by Infringer, etc.  Currently, IWG does not ask for this information from the non-Linewatch members.  Those members of IWG who are not Linewatch members are asked to confirm if this information is recorded in their infringement databases and if so whether it would be possible to provide this in future years.  If it is then the report spreadsheet will be updated to include this column.
Action 38.3.2 Non-Linewatch members

It was noted that for the 3rd year running, although there was on no specific companies / utilities etc, that came out highest on the list of top infringers, there was an increase in the percentage of infringements identified as being caused by them.  It was agreed that PT should raise awareness of this issue by writing to the Health and Safety Director of those who appear in the top ten infringers list, raising awareness of this issue and providing them with a copy of the 2017 report and offering the chance for someone from UKOPA to go and speak to them about the issue.
Action 38.3.3 PT

	
4.	Good Practice Guides / IWG Documents for Update

a) Develop GPG for Local Authority Planners – 
The subgroup had developed draft 2 of the guide and this was circulated to the IWG along with the comments sheet with the agenda for the meeting.  It was noted that Carl Saddler (CLHPS) had managed to get some feedback from a local authority and that KB was awaiting feedback from at least one other.  During the discussions, it was noted that the document should include something about ‘strategic planning’ and not just planning consents and PT offered to draft a paragraph for inclusion.
Action 38.4.1 PT

It was also suggested that a flow chart for the process would aid readers.

The IWG agreed to let the subgroup take account of all the comments received to date and produce the next draft of the document by mid June.
Action 38.4.2 LA Planners subgroup


b) Development of Working Near Pipelines Guide
The third draft of the document for landowners, tenants and farmers working in the vicinity of pipelines was circulated along with the comment sheet with the agenda for the meeting.  To date, very few people had followed up on action 37.4.2 (to provide a weblink that provided details of who farmers could contact with regards to working in the vicinity of pipelines).  If members do not have specific webpages, that the document can reference, then it was requested that the company name and phone number be provided in order to complete this action.  Members are requested to provide the information by the end of May 2018.

Following discussion it was agreed that the document should be entitled a UKOPA Information Sheet and that NB should engage a designer to produce the document containing pictures, so that will be engaging to readers.  The sub group should also ensure any other minor changes are taken account of.
Action 38.4.3 NB and subgroup


5.	Normal Agricultural Activities
The group spent a short time discussing what should be classed as ‘notifiable’ activities – rather than ‘normal agricultural activities’.  These were noted on a flip chart
· Activities that break the soil to a depth of more than 300mm (unless the pipeline operator advise differently (for example where the pipeline is shallow, etc)
· Crossing (loading) the pipeline that may erode the depth of cover over the pipeline
· Construction activities
· Ditching
· Drainage
· Planting or removal of trees / vegetation (in the easement)
· Change of ownership / tenancy / sub-dividing land parcels
The group are requested to consider this list and provide thoughts on anything that may have been missed before the next meeting
Action 38.5.1 All
  

6.	IWG programme / Budget Update
	NB showed the group the tracking sheet for the IWG, including line items that are charged against.  This is to be updated on a quarterly basis and will be available in the IWG section of the members centre.  The 2018 work programme consists of 7 line items:
· 7.1 Technical support to the IWG
· 7.2 preparation of the Infringement report
· 7.3 Infringement Database Management
· 4.4 GPG for Planners
· 4.5 Working in the Vicinity of Pipelines document
· 4.6 Investigation into ‘Normal Agricultural Activities’ – this is to be closed and included in 4.5
· 4.7 Expenses
The budget for the group for 2018 is £13.7K
 	 
 
7.   Sharing Learning from Infringements 
	PT shared the learning from a BPA infringement where a fence post had been machine driven into the ground less than 300mm from the pipeline.  PT agreed to produce / provide NB with the relevant information to prepare a UKOPA Safety Alert

	GG noted a positive learning by Sabic, when they were contacted by a new landowner who had purchased a plot of land and having found out from the plans that there was a pipeline running through it wanted to introduce themselves, learn more about the route of the pipeline and the ‘do’s and don’ts’ for working nearby.

	GG wanted to query how many members had noticed an increase in infringements during the last couple of weeks. He raised the point that since the beginning of April, Sabic had had 7 infringements, whereas in 2017 they had only had 7 infringements during the whole of the year.  A number of other members noted a similar increase that they had put down to the better weather.  There was a discussion regarding whether or not members would benefit from targeting landowner communications at certain times of the year (spring time for example). 


8.	IWG items for the next UKOPA members meeting
The next Members meeting is not taking place until October 2018 and as such this item will be covered in the September IWG meeting.  GG did however agree to provide the IWG GPG update to the Technical Seminar that was taking place on 16th May, explaining the work the group are currently doing on the two documents.


9.	Date, Venue and Agenda Of Next Meeting
The following dates were set for future IWG meetings:
Tuesday 18th September 2018 – CATS, Teeside (invitations have been sent out to the group already, including details of hotels in the local vicinity)
Meeting dates for 2019 are to be set at this meeting.


Summary of Actions from this meeting and Outstanding from previous meetings

	Action
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	38.1.1
	GR
	Check with HSE regarding IWG representative
	Outside of the meeting GR liaised with HSE and representative is to be Neil Casey
	CLOSED

	38.3.1
	GR
	Confirm with the Board how to proceed regarding data for the IWG report
	Overseas data to be provided in an addendum which will not be published outside of UKOPA
	CLOSED

	38.3.2
	Non-Linewatch member
	Advise NB if you are able to collect data regarding how infringement was found (Aerial, surveillance, report from infringer, etc)
	
	

	38.3.3
	PT
	Write to top 10 infringers making them aware of issues and providing a copy of the 2017 report
	
	

	38.4.1
	PT
	Write a paragraph on ‘strategic planning’ to be included in the GPG
	
	

	38.4.2
	LA Planner sub-group
	Produce final draft based on comments received to date and circulate to IWG before end June
	
	

	38.4.3
	Pipeline Sub-group
	Produce final draft, including graphics by end June, and circulate to the group
	
	

	38.5.1
	All
	Consider list of ‘notifiable’ activities and share with the group before the next meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	37.4.1
	Sub Group
	Complete final draft of GPG for Local Authority Planners
	Draft complete and circulate to the group
	CLOSED

	37.4.2
	All
	Check UKOPA website to see where the link for your company goes and whether a more appropriate ‘plant protection’ page should be used.
	This action is ongoing and members are requested to provide the relevant information by the end of May 2018
	Ongoing

	37.4.3
	Sub Group
	Complete final draft of Working Near Pipelines document
	Draft completed and circulated to the group
	CLOSED

	37.4.4
	NB
	Contact NFU regarding Farm Safety Partnership
	NB had contact the NFU and they were keen to see the final draft of the document once it has been produced 
	Ongoing

	37.4.5
	NB
	Put time in May agenda for ‘normal’ agricultural activities mini workshop
	This was discussed at the meeting
	CLOSED

	37.5.1
	PT
	Agree contract with Fisher German for hosting of infringement database from 2019 onwards
	PT had agreed the price for the 3 years from 2019
	CLOSED

	37.6.1
	NB / IH / KB
	Prepare Safety Alerts for infringements
	Safety Alerts had been prepared with agreement from IH for publication, awaiting confirmation from KB
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	36.4.2
	All
	Provide 2017 IWG data by 31st March 2018
	Only SGN data submitted to date – All data submitted by 1 week after the end of March 2018 deadline 
	CLOSED

	
	
	
	
	

	35.3.2
	All
	Update communications document to be circulated with the minutes
	15/4 The spreadsheet was sent but very few responses had been received.
Issued again with these minutes
23/1 spreadsheet IWG/18/003 circulated and members are requested to return to NB by end March 2018
NB is to draft the information (identified at the meeting on 16/10) into a new spreadsheet format and circulate once again for completion

	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	33.5.1
	Neil Jackson
	Negotiation with SUKA over agreement for GPG
	[bookmark: _GoBack]15/5 NB not yet followed up
23/1 CS has provided NB with details in the association and is to contact them.16/10 no response had been received in relation to the email request and so the group agreed NB should try phoning to see if she can get any further.
9/5 NB sent message to SUKA website and awaiting response
NJ does not have a contact for SUKA so NB to make contact via their website

	Ongoing
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