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The Met Office

• Trading fund within DESNZ.

• Tasked with supporting business and industry making the 
UK a safer and efficient place to live and work.

• Trusted in supporting aviation, defence, energy, water, media, 
and transport.

• Delivering expert weather, climate and digital services through being a 
thought leader with strong trust and engagement
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Record heat

Extreme rainfall

Unusual heat

Cold snap

Cold snap
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What problems did this cause?

• Maintenance schedules couldn’t be completed because there were 
so many wet and windy days

• Icing and damage of components with wet conditions transitioning 
quickly into cold

• Erosion around pipelines because of high river levels

• Movement around pipelines because of ground saturation?

• LNG tankers couldn’t dock because of windy weather

• The windy season reduced the need for gas for power
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What problems did this cause?

• Maintenance schedules couldn’t be completed because there were 
so many wet and windy days, blocking access

• Icing and damage of components with wet transitioning quickly 
into cold

• Erosion around pipelines because of high river levels

• Movement around pipelines because of ground saturation?

• LNG tankers couldn’t dock because of windy weather

• The windy season reduced the need for gas for power
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The case for collaboration:

1.  Understand the risks – what scenarios could be a problem, 
now? In the future?

 This is likely to be not simplistic “wet”, “dry” “windy” what else 
matters? Who is needed for this problem?

2.  How could you deal with unprecedented scenarios? 
 How much warning could you get? How could you respond?

3.  Data is great – shared data and advice can be even better. 

Emily.Wallace@metoffice.gov.uk 
Sally.Ellis@metoffice.gov.uk 

Emily Wallace LinkedIn
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Climate Data Portal: A geospatial view of climate data
https://climate-themetoffice.hub.arcgis.com/

A briefing note on the AMOC (of which the Gulf stream is a part):
: https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/weather/learn-
about/climate/deliverables/amoc.pdf

I gave a nerd’s answer on predictability. Here is the marketing answer with some statistics: 
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/who-we-are/accuracy 
It’s also worth saying, that it’s also true that history is becoming a less good predictor of the future as 
our climate changes – this is critical to recognise as it relates to standards and regulations, 
emergency planning and a whole lot of other aspects of managing infrastructure. Climate projections, 
forecasts and the sort of collaborative exercises I spoke about critical for dealing with this.
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