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	UKOPA joins PRCI as a Pipeline Industry Organization (PIO) member member in addition to some UKOPA members, as currently, being PRCI members in their own right.
	· Membership entitles members to immediate full access to all of PRCI’s technical reports produced over 60 years. 
· Every year PRCI member companies can apply their subscription fee, via an iterative electronic voting process, to an annual research programme compiled of research ideas submitted by the general membership. 
· This option would promote UKOPA as an organisation to the wider pipeline community around the World potentially opening up further opportunities for sharing information and collaboration on other issues/projects.  
	· UKOPA member companies that are already members of PRCI will be effectively paying twice.
· New PIO members are obligated to an initial three-year membership.  In 2015 PIO’s pay a fee of US $138,785 (the fee is set annually by the Board of Directors).  
· To be an effective member UKOPA will have to send representatives to attend the PRCI meetings, as the meetings are mostly in the US this could have significant cost implications for UKOPA.

	Pipeline Industry Organization membership is available to non-profit trade associations, charitable/educational organizations, not themselves directly involved in the pipeline industry but who support the mission of PRCI, whose membership includes companies eligible for membership in PRCI as Pipeline Operating Company Members, in whole or in part. Each Pipeline Industry Organization Member has the same rights given to Pipeline Members including a representative on the Board of Directors and Committees.
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	UKOPA joins PRCI as a Pipeline Industry Organization (PIO) member member instead of UKOPA members being PRCI members in their own right.
	· This option should reduce the costs for those UKOPA member companies that are currently paying for PRCI membership.
· As above Membership entitles members to immediate full access to all of PRCI’s technical reports produced over 60 years and UKOPA will be able to vote on the annual research programme projects.
· As with Option 1 above this option would also promote UKOPA as an organisation to the wider pipeline community around the World

	· UKOPA member companies that are already members of PRCI will not have as much direct influence on PRCI projects.
· As Option 1 above, to be an effective member UKOPA will have to send representatives to attend the PRCI meetings, as the meetings are mostly in the US this could have significant cost implications for UKOPA.
· 

	Suggest that if this option is selected then UKOPA should recover the PRCI membership costs through a payment structure that is seen to be equitable by all of its members i.e. recognising that some companies are already members of PRCI and would therefore be making savings, whereas other smaller member with less significant pipeline lengths should feel that they are effectively subsidising the membership of the larger companies.
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	UKOPA could just purchase the PRCI papers that are relevant to the projects that UKOPA members are interested in.
	· The cost would depend on the number of papers purchased however it is envisaged that the cost would be significantly less than the annual membership fee detailed above.
· No additional costs for time spent supporting PRCI and attending meetings in the US.
	· No influence on future projects or opportunities for engagement with other PRCI members and organisations.
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	Join PRCI under a lesser class of membership, e.g. Technical Program Associate Membership
	· Although it is not currently clear what the cost of this membership would be it is anticipated that it would be much less than the Pipeline Industry Organization (PIO) membership.
	· Unclear what other classes of membership are available to organisations such as UKOPA, and currently unclear what the cost would be – Pipeline Industry Organization (PIO) member member is the class of membership that has been suggested by PRCI to UKOPA.
· As a Technical Program Associate member UKOPA would only be involved in a limited number of committees and would not therefore be able to access Technical information related to other projects that might also be of interest to UKOPA.
· To be an effective member UKOPA will have to send representatives to attend the committee meetings, as the meetings are mostly in the US this option could still have significant cost implications for UKOPA.
	Technical Program Associate membership (TPAM) includes:
· Membership in one or more Technical Committees (TC)
· Eligible to allocate funds to programs and projects included in an annual research program ballot specific to your TC
· Eligible to serve on Project Teams established under your TC 
· Immediate access to all PRCI research developed under your TC
· May attend and participate in all open meetings of your TC

	5
	UKOPA could apply to join the Joint Technical Meeting that is currently held between PRCI EPRG and the Australian Gas Association.
	· Would promote UKOPA to the wider pipeline community around the World as a major pipeline organisation.
· UKOPA would benefit from the information exchange and would have an awareness of the the key ongoing initiatives/projects.

	· Mostly an information exchange, UKOPA would not gain access to published PRCI papers.
· To benefit UKOPA members would have to attend and support the 2 yearly meetings, with associated time and cost implications.  The meeting this year was in Paris in May but subsequent meetings will be in Australia or the US.
	The Joint Technical Meeting (The JTM) is a forum where representatives of EPRG, The Research and Standards Committee of the Australian Pipeline Gas Association (APGA-RSC), and PRCI meet every two years to exchange information concerning key research activities.  The forum meets once every 2 years.
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	Maintain the current status quo, i.e. UKOPA does not join PRCI and individual UKOPA member companies that want to be members are members in their own right and pay their own membership fees.
	· No cost implications for UKOPA or additional costs for UKOPA members that are members of PRCI.
	· Although UKOPA members that are also members of PRCI would have access to PRCI technical papers these could not be shared with UKOPA members that are not members of PRCI because of confidentiality restrictions.
	It sometimes causes difficulties when discussing technical issues with UKOPA if the PRCI members are aware of relevant work that has been done by PRCI but are unable to share the technical work with other UKOPA members because of confidentiality restrictions.
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