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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association


Process Safety Working Group Meeting held by Teleconference on Monday 3rd February 2014
Attendance:






Tony Stonehewer
National Grid (Chairman)

Paul Riley

Greystar

Ian Reed

Northern Gas Networks
Noj Sehmar

National Grid 

David Tidball

Wales and West Utilities
Nikki Barker

UKOPA
Apologies:-

YanYun Chen
Eon

Bob Lawson

Greystar

1 Attendance, Apologies and Membership

PSWG membership remains at 7 members with support from NB.

2 Safety Moment

TS stated that he didn’t have a specific process safety moment, but reminded members that at this time of the year, particularly with high winds and flooding, organisation should be aware of the weather impacts on working, in particular barriers, etc, that may be affected.

3 Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising (not covered elsewhere on agenda)

Minutes of the last meeting on 5th December 2013 were agreed with matters arising covered in these minutes and actions updated / closed on the action list below.
4 2013 Process Safety Report Questions
NB had updated the questions from 2012 and these had been circulated with the agenda prior to the meeting.  I was agreed that the questionnaire should be circulated to members for completion by 31st March 2014 and that the offer of a teleconference for members should be offered if they wanted to know more about the questions and what was being asked.  TS would also given an update about the questions at the next members meeting that is due to take place on 12-13 February.  (NB the questionnaire was circulated on 6th February).

5 Process Safety Training Proposal
TS informed the meeting that NG had sent a number of their people on ‘open’ process safety training provided by The National Skills Academy (TNSA).  Although very good, the focus was very much on plant operations and as such missed some of the risks associated with pipeline operations.  NG had therefore worked with TNSA to develop courses specifically for NG.

TS and NB had spoken with Neil Smith from TNSA regarding the possibility of producing a course specifically for UKOPA members and NB had then met with NS to ascertain more about the requirements and potential costs.  Depending upon the level and type of course developed this could be anywhere between £15K and £30K.  TS wanted to establish if there might be an appetite from members for such a course.  The PSWG members felt if the course focused specifically on pipeline risks with examples relevant to UKOPA members then it would be something they companies would probably be interested in.  TS agreed to seek further thoughts from UKOPA members at the next members meeting in February 2014.

Action 008.5.1
TS Establish members view for UKOPA Process Safety Course

6 UKOPA Technical Seminar Programme

NB reminded members that the topic for the 2014 Technical Seminar (taking place at Eakring on 14 May) is Pipeline Defect Assessment and Repair.  To date NB had not heard from any PSWG members with offers for speakers.  As such Action 007.7.1 is ongoing.

7 Review and Update of UKOPA Process Safety Best Practice Guidance Document 

DT had provided a copy of the Bow Tie diagram that could be used in the update of the UKOA Process Safety Good Practice Guide, but a yet not further work had been completed.  The actions are therefore ongoing, but a date of 31st March was set to get a draft out to PSWG members.  Actions 007.7.2 +3 are ongoing.
8 AOB

PR asked about the process for getting Safety Bulletins published.  NB stated that these should be sent to secretary@UKOPA.co.uk and they would then be given a UKOPA number before issuing.  PR stated that he had a number to send across.

TS asked that if members slam shuts or HIPs fail to operate when tested do organisations file a RIDDOR report – given what is actually stated in the Regulations.  Most members stated that reports are filed if they fail to operate during operation but not during test.  Members agreed to keep a check on the questions that are being raised by HSE in this area.
9 Date, venue and agenda for next meeting
Date of next meeting is yet to be agreed.
Meeting closed 11.10pm.
Summary of Actions from this meeting and outstanding actions from previous meetings
	Act-ion
	Who
	Summary
	Update
	Status

	008.5.1
	TS
	Take proposal for UKOPA Process Safety Training to UKOPA membership to gauge appetite for a course
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	007.4.1
	TS / NB
	Update 2012 KPI report and arrange to be published
	Report published in January 2014 and is available on the UKOPA website and in the members area
	Closed

	007.4.2
	NB
	Update KPI questions for 2013 and circulate with minutes for comments
	Questionnaire sent out to members on 6th February
	Closed

	007.5.1
	NB
	Update TOR and Action plan and circulate for comment
	TOR updated.  NB to transfer the objectives onto the UKOPA Strategy spreadsheet to match the EPWG and IWG
	Ongoing

	007.5.2
	All
	Provide comments on 007.5.1
	See above
	Closed

	007.6.1
	TS / NB
	Prepare proposal for RA work and get costings
	Work yet to be done.  Date of 31st March set to be completed
	Ongoing

	007.7.1
	All
	Provide NB with names of people / companies for 2014 technical seminar
	No suggestions received
	Ongoing

	007.8.1
	DT
	Provide NB with copy of Swiss cheese diagram
	Copy provided
	Closed

	007.8.2
	TS
	Draft KPI Hierachy explanation
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	007.8.3
	NB
	Redraft Good Practice Guide and circulate for comment
	Ongoing – date of 31st March set for completion and circulating for comment
	Ongoing

	007.9.1
	NB
	Contact Scotia re AKV valve
	Since the last meeting, there had been further issues with valves not on the original list from the manufacturers of serial numbers that might be affected.

More information should be shared via the Gas Transporters Distribution Forum and TS agreed to find out if there was any further information that UKOPA members should be aware of
	Ongoing

	007.11.1
	All
	Ideas for 2014 Technical Seminar to NB
	Copy of action 007.7.1, therefore closed
	Closed

	
	
	
	
	

	005.3.3
	NB
	Ensure link to PSAT survey from website
	Not yet activated
	Ongoing

	005.7.1
	NB
	Ensure link to PSAT survey from website 
	Ongoing with a UKOPA review
	Ongoing

	004.7.1
	NB
	Update members area of website with documents
	Work in progress
	Ongoing

	004.7.2
	NB / IR
	Suggest amendments to the PSWG pages of the UKOPA public website
	Work in progress 
	Ongoing

	004.8.1
	PR
	Compare EI and PSAT questionnaire and make recommendations
	Work in progress
	Ongoing
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