Phill, 

Could you please forward the attached to all UKOPA members. 
you may wish to refer to the UKOPA numbers for these documents. 

UKOPA members. 
I wanted to share with you the following correspondence from HSE to both UKOPA and the working group on pipelines (WGP) which I feel represents a major milestone.
The documents confirm 
1. HSE are putting on hold amendments to PSR96 until the European Commission produces the pipeline directive. 
This means that for the time being gasoline will not become a dangerous fluid. 
This decision has undoubtedly been influenced by the work of UKOPA and in particular Rod in challenging the many assumptions and criteria HSE have generated.
However it is important we capture and document all the work done to date in both the gasoline and emergency plan testing area for use in the future when these challenges resurface.
2. HSE are supportive to the development of common systems to develop pipeline models and methodologies as reflected in their letter to me as Chairman of UKOPA and to Gordon as Chairman of WGP. The next steps will depend very much on the outcome of the HSE P5 review and if pipelines are included within P6. A reflection of the excellent work being done by WGP with the support of UKOPA members. In particular I would like to than Jane and Rod for their positive contribution and recognition they have gained within HSE.
It is intended that Jane and Rod will present at the UKOPA meeting in September proposals for the way forward in the WGP and risk assessment work group which will include the influencing strategy to now be employed with ACDS and MHSC. 
<<WGP-04-0034 P Sargent Letter 260704.ZIP>> <<WGP-04-0033 D Mitchell Letter 290604.ZIP>> <<letter from Dan Mitchell HSE to UKOPA June 2004.jpg>> 
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Rod, Good to hear from you - I hope retirement is going well.
In reading through your excellent note I noticed a few typos, so have
attached them.

One of the commonest comments we get on talking to people about TPEP is "Is
it really only 3ft cover".
It has always been my perception that WGEP is much safer at 5ft, mainly
because few other services or drainage systems go to this depth. There is
also a factor that to reach 5ft they have to be a bigger operation, more
planning, more noticeable etc.
While new projects resist going deeper than they have to because of
additional laying cost (even though only a small percentage), their excuse
is BS quotes 3ft (or maybe 1metre now). If challenged the riposte is "where
are the statistics to back up the case for deeper burial?". Unfortunately
we dont have any at present, but I believe this is any area RAWG should be
looking at.
Ken
(See attached file: RAWG Programme of Work Progress Sept 04 ktrev.doc)
Huntsman Petrochemicals, Runcorn Pipeline Office,
Tel 01928 512677, fax 01928 512644, mob 07889 310696. 

