UKOPA/07/0089

Clearbrook pipeline fire kills 2
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Two maintenance workers were killed Wednesday afternoon in a fire along a crude oil pipeline near
Clearbrook in northern Minnesota.

The victims' bodies have been recovered, said Kristine Chapin of the Minnesota Office of Pipeline
Safety.

An initial assessment indicates that during repairs, a fitting failed on the 34-inch-diameter Enbridge
Energy interstate pipeline south of Clearbrook, she said. Contrary to early reports, there was no
explosion at the site, where Enbridge has a storage terminal, she said. An investigation has been
launched.

"Apparently, when the repair was finished and they brought the pressure up by again starting the oil
pumping through the line, one of the fittings failed," Chapin said.

The pipe had leaked two weeks ago, and a temporary repair had been put in place. As workers were
removing the temporary repair for a permanent repair, oil began leaking and the fumes ignited, said
Darren Lemmerman, acting chief engineer with the Minnesota Office of Pipeline Safety.
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The Clearwater County Sheriff's Office said the fire was reported about 3:50 p.m. Several rural fire
departments responded, and residents within a one-mile radius were evacuated because of smoke.

Enbridge spokesman Larry Springer said a maintenance crew from Superior, Wis., had been
replacing a section of pipe that had developed the small leak.

The pipeline, which carries crude oil from Canada to Enbridge's Superior, Wis., terminal and storage
facility, is part of the company's Lakehead pipeline system, he said.

Environmental damage is likely to be minimal, Lemmerman said.

"This was pretty well contained because it wasn't operating at full pressure during the maintenance
process," he said. "The quantity is not determined at this point, but it's not large."

Firefighters let oil on the ground be consumed in a controlled burn, Lemmerman said.

The company has reported spills before. On July 4, 2002, Enbridge had a rupture in a 34-inch pipeline
near Cohasset, Minn., leading the National Transportation Safety Board to issue six safety
recommendations.

That rupture occurred in a marsh west of Cohasset, spilling about 6,000 barrels, or 252,000 gallons. It
probably was caused by inadequate loading of the pipe for transportation, which allowed a fatigue
crack to begin along a seam, an NTSB report said.

Another Enbridge line ruptured near Hadisty, Alberta, on Jan. 17, 2001.

In 2005, the federal Office of Pipeline Safety fined Enbridge $25,000 in civil penalties for inferior
welding on a pipeline inspected in Minnesota in 1994 and 1995.



