To: UKOPA
Subject: Competent Authority publishes Buncefield: Why did it happen?

UKOPA/11/0008

From: Trevor.Sexty @hse.gsi.gov.uk [mailto:Trevor.Sexty @hse.gsi.gov.uk]

Sent: 16 February 2011 13:49

To: bud.hudspith@unitetheunion.org; chris.j.hunt@ukpia.com; Douglas.Leech@chemical.org.uk;
Hugh.Bray @tankstorage.org.uk; martyn.lyons@simonstorage.com; peter.davidson@ukpia.com; Peter
Davis; richard.clarke@environment-agency.gov.uk; elliotts@cia.org.uk; andy .roberts @ukpia.com;
ian.brocklebank @sepa.org.uk; mike.nicholas@environment-agency.gov.uk;

wendy .thornton@sepa.org.uk

Subject: Competent Authority publishes Buncefield: Why did it happen?

This message sent on behalf of Gordon MacDonald.
COMAH Competent Authority publishes:

Buncefield: Why did it happen?
The underlying causes of the explosion and fire at the Buncefield oil storage depot, Hemel Hempstead,
Hertfordshire on 11 December 2005'

I write to let you know that the COMAH Competent Authority has just published 'Buncefield: Why did
it happen' (available here http://www hse.gov.uk/comah/investigation-reports.htm). This brings
together, in a single document, the underlying causes of the fire and explosion at the oil storage

depot in December 2005.

The Major Incident Investigation Board (MIIB) set up to investigate the incident completed its work in
2008 and published its Final Report. At that time it was not possible to disclose all the information
about the underlying causes on which many of its recommendations were based because criminal legal
proceedings were still in progress. Now these proceedings have concluded, this information can be
brought together so that everyone in major hazard industries ~ not just those involved in fuel storage "
can learn from the incident, understand what went wrong, and act upon lessons that are pertinent to
them. Although five years have passed since the incident, the information and advice in this report is
still highly relevant today. I commend it to the industry.

Gordon MacDonald
Chairman
Competent Authority Strategic Management Group

Trevor Sexty

Communications Manager | Hazardous Installations Directorate | HQ

Health & Safety Executive | 5.5.2 Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle L20 7HS |

(: +44(0) 151 951 3511 (VPN 523) | E: +44(0) 7920 150116 (mobile) | 7: +44(0) 151 951 4575 (fax) |
% trevor.sexty @hse.gsi.gov.uk
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Please note : Incoming and outgoing email messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our
policy on the use of electronic communications and may be automatically logged, monitored and / or
recorded for lawful purposes by the GSI service provider.

Interested in Occupational Health and Safety information?

Please visit the HSE website at the following address to keep yourself up to date

http://www hse.gov.uk/

Or contact the HSE Infoline on 0845 345 0055 or email hse.infoline @natbrit.com
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The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning
service supplied by Cable&Wireless Worldwide in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2009/09/0052.) On leaving the GSi this email was certified virus free.

Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal
purposes.

Regards,
Phill Jones

M +44 (0) 7831 450233
T +44 (0) 1455 271785
F +44 (0) 1455 271785

Disclaimer: This e-mail contains proprietary information, some or all of which may be legally
privileged. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected
this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to this e-mail. If you are not the intended recipient you
must not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this e-mail.



