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National Grid UKT   
National Grid UKD   
Scotia Gas Networks 
Northern Gas Networks 
Wales & West Utilities 
Essar UK Ltd 
Ineos 
Shell EPE 
BP 
Sabic UK Ltd 
EON UK Ltd 

 11 Companies 
 2309 pipelines  

Current members? 

Possible new members 
Esso 
BPA 
TOTAL 
OPA 
Greystar 
Ineos oil 
BP oil 
Essar oil 
Shell EPE oil 
BGE 
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Excel-based Fault and Leak Database 

Pipeline 
Operator 

Inspects 
Pipeline 

(excavation) 

A FAULT is a feature that has been confirmed by field investigation, excavation and 
measurement. Any features that are inferred by other measurements such an intelligent 
pig in line inspections, CIPS, etc and have not been verified in the field should not be 
included. However pipeline defects comprising of coating damage or grinding marks 
confirmed by inspection should be included. The date of the fault should be the date of the 
field inspection. 

Builds a new pipeline 
Diverts a pipeline 

Decommissions a pipeline 
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1  11 Pipeline Operator XL workbooks with list of pipeline details + master list 

2  11 Pipeline Operator XL workbooks with list of faults + master list 

3  1 XL workbook with master list of defects 

4  1  XL workbook with master list of leaks  

5  Data input workbooks for new pipelines and for new faults/leaks/defects + 
guidance documents to assist with data input requirements 

6  Working calculations (spreadsheets) and template for annual UKOPA Leak 
Report + explanation of calculations 

What does the database now consist of ? 
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1  Check and update any changes in pipelines for each Pipeline Operator on 
a regular basis (6 monthly) 

2  Check Pipeline Operator fault data and include new Faults, Leaks and 
Defects from each Pipeline Operator every 6 months 

3  Send updated workbooks of Pipeline and Faults to each Pipeline Operator 
every 6 months  

4  Pipeline Operator to check own data and keep current workbooks 
containing Pipelines ad Faults 

5  Carry out calculations and produce Product Loss report annually based on 
previous year’s data 

What is required to maintain the database? 
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Proposed Annual Timetable and actions 
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Data Input 

Pipeline 
Operator 

Data Input File 
for new or 
diverted 
pipelines 

Data Input File 
for Faults, Leaks 

and Defects 

Database 
Administrator 
checks data, 

adds to 
relevant data 

file 
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•  Some operators had IT difficulties with FORMS input so simple DROP-
DOWN boxes now included on spreadsheet for FAULTS + LEAKS + 
DEFECTS 

•  Pipeline spreadsheet with drop-down boxes still to be produced 

Changes to Input Data XL Workbooks 
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•  Calculate Exposure (number of years in operation X length) for each 
pipeline up to date of report – needs to be updated for new report 

•  Also need to calculate exposure by various parameters, diameter, wall 
thickness, area classification etc. 

•  Leaks – add any new leaks to the list of 184 pipeline leaks in the database, 
and changes analysis for all data relating to leaks – 3rd party, corrosion, 
mechanical, etc. 

•  Calculate all the various parameters required for the Product Loss report 

•  Enter the new data into the Product Loss report template 

Estimated time to complete – 1 week + revision time 

Calculations for Product Loss Report 
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•  UKOPA FDMG intending to appoint a new administrator during 2012 

•  Therefore in process of preparing package for handover 

•  March-April 2012   
•  collate new 2011 data and issue updated Company workbooks for 

faults and pipelines 
•  produce new drop-down box input  workbook for pipelines 
•  produce and agree Process and Procedure document with FDMG 

members 
•  complete package and guidance on calculations for Product Loss 

Report – prepare spreadsheets in easily updated form 
•  produce draft scope of work document for administration of database 

•  May 2012 – ready to invite tenders for administration of database 

Future Plan 
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•  Data input for pipeline list (now only 36 required data items – relatively 
easy) 

•  Commitment to record details for every excavation carried out to inspect 
pipeline defects discovered by ILI or other inspections (CIPS, known 
external interference etc)  - this can be done using standard forms or data 
input to UKOPA spreadsheet. 

•  This includes 40 items + extra items where a leak has occurred, and where 
measured defects (dents, gouges, corrosion etc) have been measured 

•  Retrospective data not required but accepted if available 

•  Currently no joining fee – this may change…………no annual fee – part of 
UKOPA membership 

•  Please contact  Roger Ellis or Rod McConnell for data input forms 

What is required to join the database? 


