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Mr K J Allars

HM Superintending Inspector

Head of Nuclear and 

Hazardous Installations Policy Division

Health & Safety Executive

Rose Court

2 Southwark Court

London SE1 9HS

Dear Mr Allars

I am writing as Chairman of the Risk Assessment working group on behalf of UKOPA, the United Kingdom Onshore Pipelines Operators’ Association. 

We thank you for our meeting on 9 February, and trust that the notes of the meeting sent by Dr Jane Haswell are accepted by HSE.

At the meeting you suggested that a way of debating and resolving Land Use Planning risk assessment and other safety issues relevant to pipelines might be to set up a sub-committee of the Major Hazards Sub-committee reporting to the ACDS.

On behalf of the Association, I confirm that we very much welcome this opportunity to discuss issues through such a sub-committee.  I attach some ideas for the remit, terms of reference, and membership for your consideration.  In addition we support your suggestion of an independent chairman, and will offer suggestions in the near future.

It these appear to be acceptable, perhaps we could schedule an initial meeting of the group during April or May?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

R A McConnell

Chairman, Risk Assessment working group, UKOPA








Proposed new Pipelines Safety Sub-committee 

reporting to the Major Hazards Sub-committee of  ACDS

Its remit is to inform and advise the Major Hazards Sub-committee of  ACDS on the development of new legislation and safety guidance for pipelines in the context of developing European legislation, and risk assessment aspects in the context of Land Use Planning in the UK.

Proposed Terms of Reference

· to provide for dialogue between Government and Industry on pipeline issues, of immediate topical interest and of a long term nature, in particular the development of risk criteria for pipeline routing, and strategy for Land Use planning

· to liase with associated organisations, Local Government, Planning, Utilities, Emergency Services and Companies involved with safe transportation of hazardous substances by pipeline

· to provide an informed forum for discussion and resolution of issues of common interest to Government, HSE, pipeline operators and associated organisations

· to assist in formulation of UK views and response in influencing European Directives associated with pipelines

Proposed Membership

· an independent chairman (from ACDS membership)

· 2 representatives from the Health & Safety Executive

· 2 representatives from UKOPA (as representatives of UK operators)

· 2 independent members

· others as co-opted by the committee

from the HSE’s website:-

Advisory Committee on Dangerous Substances

To advise the Commission on methods of securing safety by controlling risks to workers and others connected with the manufacture, import, storage, conveyance and the use of dangerous substances and from flammable gas, connected with manufacture, supply, transmission, distribution, installation and use. 

The Major Hazards Sub-committee is a sub-committee of ACDS. It's remit is to advise ACDS on ways of securing the health and safety of people and protecting the environment from the risks of major accidents arising in the course of manufacture, handling, storage and transport off dangerous substances, including by pipeline. In the implementation into UK law of the European Seveso II Directive on the control of major accident hazards involving dangerous substances, it has concentrated its efforts on those dangerous substances covered by the Directive, e.g. toxic and flammable chemicals, explosives and substances dangerous to the environment. 

The Gas Safety Sub-committee is a sub-committee of ACDS. Its remit is to advise ACDS on all aspects of gas safety, including proposals for new legislation; and for determining a strategy for gas safety awareness/publicity. 

The Petroleum and other Flammable Substances Sub-committee is a sub-committee of ACDS. Its remit is to advise ACDS on the development of new legislation and operational guidance on storing and dispensing petroleum; and to advise on the safety control regimes for other flammable substances. 

