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IWG Membership 

Current membership comprises: 

Grant Rogers (Chairman)   - Wales & West Utilities 
Helen Berry    - Health and Safety Executive 
David Brown    - Essar 
Geoff Glover    - SABIC 
Phil Rowlands    - Esso 
Ken Smith    - BP 
Phil Taylor    - BPA 
Colin Ballentine    - Shell 
Jerome Kenneth    - Northern Gas Networks  
Daniel Ingham    - National Grid (UKD) 
Walter Gaffney    - Scotia Gas Networks 
Martin Davey    - Scotia Gas Networks 
Robert Stockley    - National Grid (UKT) 
Richard Howard    - National Grid (UKT) 
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Update 

 Annual Report 

 Current Plans 



UKOPA  United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association                                               www.ukopa.co.uk 
4 

Infringement Database 

  The following companies are registered to provide records for the 
UKOPA infringement database: 

• BP    • Mainline Pipelines Ltd  • Wales & West Utilities 
• BPA (inc. part Shell)  • Manchester Jetline  • Wingas 
• Centrica    • Marchwood Power 
• ConocoPhillips*   • National Grid 
• E-On*    • Northern Gas Networks 
• Essar (inc. part Shell)  • OPA 
• Esso Petroleum   • SABIC UK Petrochemicals 
• Humbly Grove Energy*  • Scotia Gas Networks 
• IGas    • Shell Expro 
• Ineos     • Total UK (LOR) 

  3 companies marked with an asterisk provided ‘nil’ reports and the 3 
companies struck through provided no return for the 2014 report 
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Infringement Report 

  The second draft of the 2014 report  is currently with the IWG for 
comment 

  The report is in a revised format, with the following key changes: 

  Addition of an Executive Summary 
  Detail of A1 infringements appears towards the front of the report 
  Some information moved into appendices – e.g. the rating matrix, IWG 

membership, etc 
  ‘Future Plans’ and ‘Plans for the Next Year’ is combined into one 

section reflecting a rolling plan 

  Following IWG comments and any amendments the report will be 
passed to the Board for approval to publish 
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2014 IWG Report Summary 

  There is a marked decrease in overall infringements from 764 in 
2013 to 675 in 2014 

  4 instances of A1 ‘ Actual Damage’ infringements  

  23 instances of damage related to actual or attempted product theft 
are included as A1 infringements, but are identified separately as 
‘Malicious Damage’ 

  Data quality continues to improve, but there is still is a significant 
number of ‘unknown’ data entries, e.g. 13% of all reported 
infringements list the 3rd Party as unknown 
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2014 IWG Report Summary 

  The application of current filtering and weighting methodology does 
provide a ‘top ten’ but no clear repeat infringers to target 

  This may be a demonstration of previous success at targeting 
frequent infringers 

  The remaining stand-out area is agriculture 

  Members are encouraged to share learning throughout the year with 
UKOPA members particularly from: 

  A1 Actual Damage events (x4) 
  B1 & B2 Serious Potential for Damage events (x163) 
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2014 IWG Report Main Findings 

  Distribution between 
learning events, 
near-miss and more 
serious incidents as 
expected (except C2) 

  Decrease to 675 
events in 2014, 
related to C2 
reduction, further 
reduces rolling 
average 
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2014 IWG Report Main Findings 

  Reduction in A1 (actual damage) infringements from 7 in 2013 to 4
 in 2014 

  Operators affected were OPA (CLHPS) and NG (UKD) 

  None of the works that resulted in damage events had previously
 been notified to the operator 

  One was found by aerial patrol, the other three don’t specify how
 they were found 

  One was in development land, two were in highway verge and one
 was adjacent to a waterway 
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5 Year Rolling Average 

  Marked increase in B1 infringements (relatively high potential for 
damage & within the easement) 

  Marked decrease in B2 infringements (relatively high potential for 
damage & outside the easement) shows a marked decrease 

  Marked decrease in C2 infringements is due to an almost complete 
absence of this category from the largest contributor’s data 

  All three issues are being investigated prior to publication 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Average 
A1 1 4 3 7 4 3.8 
B1 69 66 58 78 136 81.4 
B2 66 67 43 50 27 50.6 
C1 258 430 245 349 318 320 
C2 184 532 363 280 167 305 
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2014 Statistics 
Infringements by reported activity 

  ‘Activity unknown/not specified’ has been virtually eliminated in 
2014 due to continuing data quality improvements 
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2014 Statistics 
Infringements by Location 

  Infringements in agricultural land and private land continue to 
be the most significant again in 2014  
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Good Practice Guides 

  The IWG has been tasked to write three Good Practice Guides 

  ‘Avoiding 3rd Party Damage’ 

  Provision of Plant Information 
  Pipeline Locating 
  Supervision of 3rd Party Activities 
  Proactive Activities to Prevent 3rd Party Damage 
  Data Collection and Analysis 
  Audit 

  First full draft produced by sub-group and circulated to IWG for 
comments 
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Good Practice Guides 

  ‘Requirements for the Siting and Installation of Wind Turbines in the
 Vicinity of Buried Pipelines ’ 

  Overview of UK Pipelines 
  Design Considerations (for turbines) 
  Requirements Pre-construction 
  Construction 
  Post Construction 
  Ongoing Operations 

  First full draft produced by sub-group and circulated to IWG for 
comments 

  ‘Requirements for the Siting and Installation of Solar Farms in the 
Vicinity of Buried Pipelines’ 

  Will be adapted from the Wind Turbine document and cover the specific issues 
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Agriculture update 

  Contact established with Alastair Mitchell from HSE’s Agriculture
 Safety Team 

  Based on discussion IWG are developing a HSE style Agricultural
 Information Sheet (AIS) for Pipelines 

  Similar to existing AIS for working safely near overhead electricity
 power lines 

  Initially to be branded a UKOPA document to provide information
 and safety advice to farmers and agricultural contractors 

  Aspiration that it will be adopted and issued as a HSE publication
 when their time/resources allowed 
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HSE Agriculture Information Sheet 
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Thank you for listening 


