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Introduction

The Infringement Working Group (IWG) provides 
information and expert opinion and leads activities 
and initiatives to raise pipeline safety awareness to 
UKOPA members, Industry Stakeholders and 
those working in the vicinity of UKOPA member’ 
pipelines on behalf of UKOPA.

oChair – Carl Scott
o 26 people 
o 21 UKOPA member organisations.
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Update

2023 Work Programme – Update

• 2022 Infringement Report. 
• Further working with Agricultural Colleges 
• Good Practice Guides
• Pipeline awareness video
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Initial 2022 IWG data findings
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2022 Infringement data

Total number of infringements recorded 801, 2 A infringements
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2022 A Infringements

o A landowner was carrying out ditch clearance over a pipeline 
without notifying the operator and thus not adhering to the 
required process. The pipeline was found exposed at the 
bottom of the ditch with coating damage and signs of pitting 
corrosion (potentially from previous unreported coating 
damage). A P11 inspection was carried out and found peak 
depth metal loss of 6.8%. The pipe was recoated and 
sandbags were laid in the ditch to cover the exposed pipe. 

o A landowner had started to construct a barn. One of the 
foundations was right on the pipe causing some minor coating 
damage that had to be repaired.
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2022 Activity Type
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2022 Location Type
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2022 3rd Party Type
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Forestry Article

• 2021 Infringement report 
identified an increase in the 
number of forestry related 
infringements

• Engaged with CONFOR, to 
explore ways of raising 
awareness within the 
membership

• Result was an article in the 
April 2023 members 
magazine regarding 
planting and managing 
trees near HP pipelines
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Working & Further Working with 
Agricultural Colleges (Landex)

• Objective to integrate a learning module with the next 
generation of people working in agricultural field or likely to 
encounter pipelines to promote pipeline awareness.

• Learning module has been completed and rolled out. 
• First years results 
• Statistics received to date (up until Autumn 2022)

• All 33 Colleges have accessed the materials
• 3942 students plus 621 completions from the main 

landing page
• 92% of students completed the course and received C- 

grade of higher (70%)
• Amount of users in total across all sources – 5228
• Average session duration - 28mins
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Landex Results 

Geographic Spread based on 
usage of UKOPA Materials All LBL Member College who Accessed 

the UKOPA Materials 2022/23
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IWG –Good Practice Guides  

2023:
UKOPA/CPG/043 Installation of Fencing 
Near High Pressure Pipelines

Due 2024:
UKOPA/CPG/15 Managing pipeline 
infringements - Review
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Hazard awareness video

o IWG has a strong desire to produce a 
hazard awareness video. Something 
different to what has already been done. 

o LSBUD produced a video of a fencing 
strike in 2023.

o https://youtu.be/Cwm7J1GkW1E

https://youtu.be/Cwm7J1GkW1E
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What’s in store for 2024?.

Future Focus:
o Next generation – Landex Course – Association of 

Colleges – share with a wider audience.
o Hazard awareness video.
o More learning briefs
o More infringement reports.
o Interaction with LSBUD / Linewatch to attend and 

share stands at shows – Get the message across.
o NUAR – feedback from members, how is it going 

in areas where it is live.
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Streetlamp Infringement
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Streetlamp Infringement

Following a road traffic collision (RTC), a streetlamp in the West Midlands had been 
severely damaged. The local Borough Council made a decision to remove the lamp 
post using a Hiab lifting truck but without prior consultation with the pipeline 
operator or their land agents. 

Following the removal of the streetlighting column using the Hiab lifting equipment, 
the council representative on-site realised their omission and engaged directly with 
the Pipeline agent. 

They were instructed to stop further works immediately and a local pipeline technician 
attend the site. Due to concerns over the integrity of the pipeline and because of the 
very close proximity of the streetlamp siting (200mm horizontal distance from 
pipeline), the pipeline operator required excavation of the area to allow inspection. 
These works were completed under strict supervision from the pipeline operator and 
at the cost of the local Borough Council
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Streetlamp Infringement

- Pipeline information – 12” live multi fuel pipeline, operating in pressures 
in excess of 80 Bar.

   What went wrong?

- Council rep did not consult with operator or agent before removing 
streetlamp.

- Council Supervisor did not perform a linesearch before authorising work. 
- Council rep believed it was not normal Council practice for emergency 

works such as streetlamp removals.
-  Distance of lamppost to pipeline – 200mm
-  The excavation and NDT inspection lasted 3 days.
-  Repair Costs were borne by local authority due to their failure to 
contact the pipeline operator to properly supervise the streetlamp removal 
works
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Streetlamp Infringement

The pipeline investigation cost the Local council approx. 
£50,000.
o Traffic management
o Excavation using vac ex
o Pipeline inspection
o Security costs
o Land agent and pipeline specialist costs

This scenario could easily have been avoided if the council would 
have performed an LSBUD search.
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Streetlamp Infringement
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Streetlamp Infringement


