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Introduction

o The aim of the UKOPA Infringement 

Working Group (IWG) is to provide 

information and expert opinion, direction 

and guidance on pipeline safety to UKOPA 

members and industry stakeholders.

o Chair – Carl Scott

o 26 people 

o 21 UKOPA member organisations.

o Recently updated Terms of Reference for 2024.
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IWG Objectives

o To share knowledge and good practice on pipeline safety between 

UKOPA members.

o To produce and maintain pipeline safety good practice guides and 

technical briefing notes.

o To develop, maintain, review and update systems and processes for 

monitoring pipeline infringement data.

o To review, interpret, consult and influence Regulators’ proposals for 

pipeline safety.

o To represent UKOPA, where appropriate, on external safety groups.



2020 4 www.ukopa.co.uk

September 2024 IWG meeting

o 3rd meeting of the year took place in Esso  

Birmingham Oil Terminal 17th September.

o An excellent meeting where the group 

discussed the 2023 infringement database,  

had a discussion with the HSE and discussed 

2024 projects to date and also starting to talk 

about 2025 budget and ideas, however we 

need the infringement report to help define 

the areas of focus. 
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Update

2024 Work Programme update

• 2023 Infringement Report. We have finally got all of the 

Data and the report will be ready soon. 

• Updated our Landex e-learning module and making it 

accessible on the UKOPA website.

• Reviewed Good Practice Guides GPG 015 / 029

• Sub group working on UKOPA’s own Pipeline 

awareness video.

• Participated in Farm Safety Foundation’s Yellow 

Wellies Campaign and produced an article for Farmers 

weekly.



2020 6 www.ukopa.co.uk

Infringement Database

• The 2023 infringement report is 

almost ready to be published.

• We missed our target of receiving all 

data by February. 

• The IWG are working hard to resolve 

any data input issues that are 

delaying this with our aim being to 

collect all data by the end of February 

2025 for the 2024 database. (please 

help us to help you!)

• Any questions or issues you may 

have on inputting the data please get 

in contact with either myself or Nikki 

and we will be more than happy to 

help.
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Working with Agricultural Colleges 

(Landex)

• 2024 has seen a newly updated and improved Working safely around high pressure 

pipelines course. 

• We are happy to announce the course is now Live on the UKOPA website.

• With the course being opened up to UKOPA members and anyone within their 

organisations ( including any contractors working around pipelines) we hope to 

hugely increase the user numbers in 2024.
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Example slides from the course.
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IWG –Good Practice Guides  

Due 2024:

UKOPA/GPG/15 Managing pipeline 

infringements – The final small changes are 

currently being made before this will be 
published, hopefully by the end of October. 

UKOPA/GPG/29 Local Authority Planners 

information regarding On Shore 

Pipelines and Associated Installations – A 
sub group has reviewed the document and 

changes currently being approved before 

being published. 
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Hazard awareness video

o An IWG sub-group has been set up to create a safety 

awareness video.

o It has been decided that we will create 3 short videos , 

post knocking, fencing , ditching & utility works are to be 

incorporated within the 3 short videos with a story board 

to be created for each one.

o The sub group are currently creating each storyboard 

before being sent to our specialist company who will 

create the videos based on our stories.
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COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE
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Media Update

o We have started a programme of 
feature articles in key target 
publications – aiming to reduce 
infringements and improve safety 

o Farmers Weekly – Working safely

o Supporting Farm Safety Foundation’s 
Yellow Wellies Campaign – Farm 
Safety Week 

o Activities looking to promote positive 
attitudes towards safety on farm in 
conjunction with HSE and NFU Mutual
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Food For Thought!

Massive pipeline fire burning near 

Houston began after a vehicle struck a 

valve, officials say!!

DEER PARK, Texas (AP) — A towering flame 
gradually subsided Tuesday morning in the 
aftermath of a massive pipeline explosion after 
a vehicle drove through a fence and struck an 
above-ground valve, officials said.

An evacuation area included nearly 1,000 
homes and initial shelter orders included 
schools.
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Food For Thought!
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Food For Thought!

o Prevention of incidents like that we have just 

seen is exactly why the IWG is in existence. 

o As a group we ask you all, PLEASE share any 

infringements / near misses or anything that you 

feel could be of benefit to prevent any major 

accidents like this happening right here in the UK.

o If you have anything you would like to share 

please email John Ferrari with a photo and a few 

lines of what's happened and he will happily 

produce the safety share for you. 

o John Ferrari - vasco.consulting23@gmail.com
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