CRACK ASSOCIATED WITH SLEEVE FOR CORROSION REPAIR
LED TO OIL PIPELINE FAILURE The Energy Resources Conservation
Board (ERCB) of Alberta has published the report
http://www.aer.ca/documents/reports/IR 20130226-
PlainsMidstream.pdf of its investigation into the rupture in June 2012 of
the crude oil pipeline operated by Plains Midstream Canada ULC. The
investigation determined that the pipeline failed as a result of a crack
associated with a weld-on Type B sleeve used for corrosion repair. The
ERCB determined that the operator failed to identify the risks posed by
the application of Type B sleeves and did not have measures in place to
monitor and inspect the repairs. It also says the excessive size of the
subsequent leak resulted from failure to have proper leak detection
alarm response procedures in place, lack of operator training, and lack
of supervisory oversight and involvement in decisions to restart the

pipeline after a leak detection shutdown. Source: AER.
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