
Tel:  ext. 4496 
 
Email:  
~Marine.Devonport.Safety Culture Team 
 
Visit:   
SCIT Office,  
N081 (North of the Red Brick Building) 

The ‘Feedback to Team’ icon on the 
TOFS Database Main Menu provides 
updates to any issues previously 
entered into the database. 

TOFS provides an opportunity to 
discuss safety issues and 
concerns.  
 
Please use TOFS to raise 
awareness of activities that could 
place your staff at risk. 

Week 06 
Monday 06 February 2017 

In this week’s TOFS 

 

 Safety alert 

 PPE - the last line of defence 

 Segregation events investigated by the HSE  

 5 Basin PRT Arm - HMS Trenchant (MT 
scanning) 

 Product recall - battery cells found in  
chocolate bunnies 

 Devonport Health and Safety Awards 2017 

 New store chits 

 Injuries on site 

 Injury ‘body map’ 

 Safety training 

 …and finally 

Please don’t forget to enter 
attendance figures and any issues 
raised into the TOFS database! 
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If you have any suggestions or 
articles for future TOFS, please 
contact The Safety Improvement 
Culture Team. 

Devonport Operational Safety Team 
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Ref: Dev 037/ 31/01/17 
DISPLAY UNTIL 28/02 /17 

 
Airsweb event No 

90689 

Date of event 

30/01/17 

Alert issue date 

31/01/17 

Issued by: 

Name 
Charlie Ede 
Contact No 

01752 323722 
Site 

Devonport 
Location 

HMS 
Northumberland 

Distributed to 

All sites 

Title 
Metal Off Cut inside Scaffold Tube 

Description of Incident 

                            
Hazards 
This metal off cut was inside a scaffold tube and whilst dismantling the 
scaffold, the off cut slide out and had the potential to cause injury.  The off cut 
was shaped like a spike and was 16 inches in length. 
 
Risks 
Struck by  
 
Immediate control measures 

1. All scaffold tubes in lobby checked for any other debris 
2. Local brief given to staff reminding them not to stow items inside 

tubes. 
3. Scaffolders across the site to be briefed and reminded to check tubes 

as part of dismantling process. 
4. Scaffolders are reminded to put end caps on all scaffold tubes. 

 
Action Required 

1. Investigation to be carried out. 
 

 

!



PPE - “The last line of defence” (Page 1 of 2) 

Sponsored by: Safety Culture Improvement Team 

The safety alert on the previous page 
demonstrates the many hidden hazards that can 
suddenly appear when least expected. 

It was fortunate the long, sharp piece of steel 
which was found in the scaffold tube did not 
severely harm anyone. Although it slid out of the 
scaffold tube during the staging dismantling 
process on board the vessel, if undiscovered it 
could have become loose whilst being craned off 
the vessel and fallen from a distance. The 
potential for serious injury or worse was therefore 
classified as ‘serious’ (SePo). 

A few years ago a similar incident occurred during 
scaffold removal from a submarine in 14 Dock. On 
this occasion a large piece of metal fell out of a 
tube for some distance before impacting the dock 
bottom. Anyone in the area at the time could have 
been seriously hurt.  

The Submarine Fleet Time Support Group’s 
Accident Prevention Team  (FTSG APT) were so 
concerned by the potential of this incident that 

they made two video clips using a melon. Why a 
melon? Because it’s shaped like a head and 
weighs about the same. 

The video is intended to show why hard hats 
should always be worn as stipulated by site rules 
or by a Risk Assessment.  

Photo 1 shows a melon with no head protection. 
Photo 2 shows the actual piece of steel which fell 
from the scaffold tube impacting with the 
unprotected melon. Photo 3 is the melon with 
head protection prepared to be struck by the 
same object. In Photo 4 its clear that the safety 
helmet has done its job and deflected the piece of 
metal away and protected the melon from 
damage. 

All staff within the control of the Subs FTSG APT 
were shown the videos as a reminder to be aware 
of falling objects, to always wear hard hats and to 
check scaffold poles for objects prior to 
dismantling. You can watch the clips by selecting 

this link: Melon Hard Hat clip  
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1 2 3 4 

https://cb.connect.babcock.co.uk/sites/naval_base/DNSQ/Shared%20Documents/Web%20Page%20Docs%20SCIT/Film%20Clips/Melon%20-%20Hard%20hat.pptx�


 2 

Consider what could have happened if 
the piece of grinding disc had impacted 
one or two inches above or below the eye. 

What additional PPE would our Risk 
Assessment  stipulate for grinding operations? 

Discussion points 

PPE - “The last line of defence” (Page 2 of 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Richard Noonan who sent this 
amazing photo to the SCIT which clearly shows 
how effective PPE can be. 

The picture was supplied to him by one of his 
Fabricators, Paul Warren. It’s not taken on our 
site but it shows the remains of a grinding disc 
which has disintegrated during use.  

Sponsored by: Devonport Operational Safety Team 

The piece of broken grinding disc 
embedded in the safety glasses. 
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This article was taken from the HSE website and is for information only.   
It does not necessarily express the view of Babcock International Group. 

Segregation events investigated by the HSE  

In last weeks TOFS we began with the sad 
account of Lisa Ramos who’d been injured on a 
shop floor ‘green route’ by a reversing Fork Lift 
Truck. Her injuries led to the loss of her leg. The 
subsequent HSE investigation found that the 
incident could have been avoided if segregation 
between vehicles and pedestrians had been 
installed. Lisa visited Devonport this week to 
share her story with our senior managers and FLT 
operators, again stressing the importance of 
segregation.  

This week we include details of two HSE 
prosecutions following accidents which could have 
easily been prevented by adequate segregation. 

House builder Crest Nicholson fined £800,000 
after a site supervisor was struck by an HGV 
at a site in Wokingham, Berkshire. 

Reading Crown Court heard that the house 
builder failed to segregate pedestrians and 
vehicles and failed to monitor whether workers 
stayed behind roadside pedestrian barriers. 

On 7 December 2014, David Cole, a site foreman 
working for subcontractor Harlequin Brickwork, 
was walking along the site road at the Mulberry 
Grove development when he stepped behind a 
bulk powder carrier that had reversed into a  

T-junction. Cole then walked along the nearside of 
the vehicle when it turned towards him. He was hit 
by the HGV and pulled under it. 

He sustained life threatening injuries. The skin 
was removed from his left arm and leg; his left hip 
was fractured, which required a pin to be inserted; 
and the fingers on his left hand were broken. His 
left leg has been left shorter than his right by 
20mm. 

The HSE told that court that the firm failed to stop 
HGVs reversing hundreds of metres at a time. 

National car manufacturer Jaguar Land Rover 
fined £900,000 after a worker lost their leg 
following a car accident. 

Birmingham Crown Court heard that on Sunday 8 
February 2015 at Jaguar’s Lode Lane plant in 
Solihull, a Range Rover Sport vehicle was driven 
toward the start of the production line, an event 
that normally happens 48 times an hour. On this 
occasion the delivery driver lost control of the car 
and collided with the rear of another vehicle he 
had just delivered, causing a four car shunt. 

At the same time a worker was crossing the 
production line and became trapped between the 
second and third cars. His injuries resulted in 
amputation of his right leg above the knee. Two 
other employees also suffered minor injuries. 

The investigation by the HSE found that the 
company had failed to ensure that the driver of the 
Range Rover, who was covering the shift, was 
familiar with procedures. They had also failed to 
properly separate the workers on the production 
line from the moving vehicles. 

Sponsored by: Devonport Operational Safety Team 



5 Basin PRT Arm - HMS Trenchant (MT Scanning) 

Sponsored by: Kevin Orme, Business Support & Planning Manager  

Introduction of the Manageable Task Scanning Process in Submarine Ship Control Offices. 

A new safety process is being implemented in the Ship Control Office on the 5 Basin PRT Arm, for use on 
HMS Trenchant for the control of Manageable Tasks. This process is part of a program to standardise the 
use of PEPS within the Submarine Business Area to improve safety.  

 

 

         

Scanner 

 

 

 

 

Bar code on MT 

 

When accessing this area you should place your MT under the scanner, the barcode will be read and the 
information checked against PEPS in real time. The system will check that the Manageable Task has been 
authorised by the Ship Control Office and is safe to be worked on.  

The following screens will be displayed on the monitor after scanning    

           Safe to Proceed Screen         Not Safe to proceed screen  

 

 

 

 

 

When this screen appears on the scanner unit, operators are to follow the screen instructions. If the 
screen is red the MT may no longer be safe to be worked on and should be checked by the SCO.  

For further information please contact Tracy Romanel, 6644, Ship Control Office, Senior Engineer 
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Product recall - battery cells found in chocolate bunnies 

Thanks to Chris Johns for making us aware of 
this issue which has appeared in both local 
and national news. 

A criminal inquiry is 
under way following the 
discovery of a battery 
inside a Co-op chocolate 
Easter bunny. Police and 
the National Crime 
Agency are investigating 
the alleged tampering 
following the incident in 
Nottingham, the 
supermarket said. It 
comes after an incident 

at Christmas when batteries were found inside 
two of the store's chocolate Santas. 

A nationwide recall of the hollow milk chocolate 
bunnies has been issued as police investigate. 

Tammy-Louise Dundon, from Bulwell in 
Nottingham, bought the Easter bunny for her 
daughter Sophia Wood. The three-year-old saw 
the single-cell battery, similar to those found in 
hearing aids, as she bit the ears off the rabbit. 

Ms Dundon, 26, told the Nottingham Post: "If my 
daughter had swallowed it, it doesn't bear thinking 
about. This isn't just a choking hazard. It's 
corrosive - she could have lost her life.” 

A Co-op spokesman said: "We are concerned 
about one incident of alleged product tampering 
involving our hollow milk chocolate Easter bunny 
foil figure, which has been found to contain a 
small battery inside. 

"This follows an incident at Christmas when two 
similar products were targeted and contaminated." 

Just over 3,000 of the foil figure bunnies have 
been sold, at a cost of £1 each, and customers 
have been told they can return them to stores for 
a refund. 

Sponsored by: Devonport Operational Safety Team 

SCIT comment 

In a TOFS in September 2016, we 
described the dangers to children these button 
batteries can present - particularly if swallowed. 

This article serves as a timely reminder to 
check how you store these batteries at home 
and, if in doubt, move them out of harms way. 

If you have purchased any of these chocolate 
bunnies or have any concerns call the Co-op's 
customer services on 0800 0686 727. 
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Devonport Health and Safety Awards 2017 

Sponsored by: Karis Glanfield, HR Officer 
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We are about to launch the 2017 Devonport 
Health and Safety Awards which gives you the 
chance to nominate colleagues who have 
demonstrated a great attitude to health and 
safety.  

Whether it’s an individual who has gone the extra 
mile to ensure the safety of their team, or a team 
who continuously strive to improve safer working 
practices, start thinking about who you want to 
nominate so we can recognise their efforts 
together.  Further details to follow in next week’s 
TOFS. 

From 30 January 2017, the old blue “Retail Stores 
Requisition” chit has been replaced by a new pink 
“Store Requisition” chit.   

The old blue chit will no longer be accepted from 
28 February 2017. 

New Store Requisition pads will be available from 
your local Retail Store.  

This is happening because we now have robust 
controls for material drawn from store ie. a 
transaction is recorded against a customer’s pass.  
However, there remains a small number of items 
for which a chit is required and a Band 4 and 
above authorisation justified.  

Benefits 

 Substantially reduced chit requirement. 

 Reduced time looking for and engaging with 
an authoriser to sign chits. 
 

 Only material that warrants authorisation by 
a Band 4 or above will now require a chit. 

 The pink chit is slightly simpler and has 
information on the reverse. 

 Store material requiring a chit will be 
published online and at store counters.  

Where to collect a new store chit pad  

 Factory Retail Store. 

 Frigate Refit Complex Store. 

 Submarine Refit Complex Store. 

 9 Dock Store.  

 CWEW Store. 

 Composites Store. 

 10 Dock Store. 

 10 Dock Container Store. 

 N132 Welding Store. 

Thanks to all for your co-operation during this 
transition which has gone well in its first week. 

New store chits 

Sponsored by: Steve Walker, Logistics Centre of Excellence Manager 



Injuries on site  

Sponsored by: Devonport Operational Safety Team 

Total  
Injuries 

211 to date 4 in week 

238 to date 1 in week 

LAST YEAR 

Lost time 
Injuries 

31 to date 0 in week 

43 to date 0 in week 

LAST YEAR 

Other Injuries 
      

Location Part of 
Body 

Nature of 
Injury 

Direct Cause 
of Injury 

Type of 
Person 

Brief Description of Accident 

9 Dock PAU Hands / 
Fingers 

Cuts & 
Bruises 

Struck by 
Falling / 
Flying Object 

Babcock 
Non 
Industrial 

As IP re-entered chacon the door 
closed on his hand causing bruising 

HMS 
Northumberl
and 

Other/ 
Health 

Inhalation of 
Toxic 
Substances 

Welding / 
Grinding 

Agency 
Industrial 

IP was flame gouging the deck when 
he noticed fire below and as he raised 
his screen to inform sentry, the sentry 
put the fire out resulting in IP inhaling 
the smoke. 

9 Dock  Head / Neck Cuts & 
Bruises 

Step / Strike 
Against 
Object 

Babcock 
Industrial 

IP was working in a confined area in 
Dock Bottom Village assembling 
trunking and caught top of his head 
on a protruding stud sustaining a 
wound. Hard hat removed due to 
limited space. 

N094 Hands / 
Fingers 

Cuts & 
Bruises 

Struck by 
Falling / 
Flying Object 

Agency 
Industrial 

IP was moving a mount, approx 50kg,  
which was wet due to rain when it slid 
and trapped his finger causing 
bruising. 
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Accident ‘body map for January 2017 
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Health and Safety training is fundamental to safe 
operations on site. 

It is vital that we keep our training in date. There 
is a calling system in place for training. 

The following courses will take place over the next 
2 weeks commencing 30th January: 

Fire Safety 

Mandatory for all Industrial employees. 

Noise, Vibration & COSHH Awareness 
Mandatory for all industrial employees and their 
responsible Line Managers. 

Manual / Kinetic Handling 

Mandatory for all industrial employees. 

Confined Space Awareness 

Mandatory for all who work within confined 
spaces/entry tanks. 

Hot Work  

Mandatory for all hot workers and their sentries. 

 

Note: the above courses (highlighted in red) 
are now occurring weekly until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asbestos awareness 

To make workers aware of where they are likely 
to encounter asbestos containing materials in 
Submarines and Surface Ships 

Radhaz 

Mandatory for all those who have the potential to 
work within Radio Frequency controlled areas. 

Safety Harness 

For all users of safety harnesses. 

IOSH Managing Safely 

For managers and safety representatives - 
Provides a sound knowledge to identify and safely 
manage workplace hazards. 

First aid  

A three day course to allow staff to be an 
appointed first aider and have the life skill to 
provide First aid cover to employees. 

Learning points 

Health & Safety Training - update 

Sponsored by: Devonport Operational Safety Team 

If you are booked on a course it is 
important that you attend. Thank you to those 
who always respond to a calling notice as 
failure to attend denies others the opportunity 
to attend safety training. 

To enquire about courses and their availability 
contact one of the following: 

~Marine.Devonport.Operational Safety 
Training - or use the link below: 

Marine.Devonport.OperaƟonal.Safety.Training@ba

bcockinternaƟonal.com  

Kat Barber 4305 or Dave Yates 3299 
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…and finally 

Sponsored by: Safety Culture Improvement Team (SCIT)  

 

Only in Dubai - 21st century fire fighting with state of the art equipment! 

The fireman controls his height using the water-jet’s foot controls and has an unlimited supply of 
water to fight fires on Dubai’s many bridges. A ‘Jetski’ can get the firefighter quickly to the scene of the 
fire and there are plans for floating Fire Stations too! 

Another initiative being trailed is ’jet-pack’ technology to enable firefighters to get to the top of Dubai’s 
many skyscrapers, which would be out of range for most turntable ladders.  

All these ideas are helping Dubai’s fire service to become world leaders in firefighting technology.  

At least we know what to get Tom Taylor for Christmas. 

SCIT comment 
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