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United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association

UKOPA Sleeve Workhop

10 June, 10am – 12.30pm
Location – NG Pipeline Maintenance Centre, Ambergate
Output
Attendees: Nikki Barker, Tony Gillard, Jane Haswell, Gareth Hockling, Stephen Humphrey, Neil Jackson, Tony Jackson, Simon Joyce, Arnaldo Latas, Dave Male, Dina Mihsein, Ben Morgan, Robert Owen, Graeme Pailor, Dave Perry, Gordon Steel, Ian Taylor, Adrian Wathen, and Richard Williams 

Apologies: Craig Alderson, Barry Dalus, Barry MacKay and Will Sharman

Not Attending but want to be included on circulation list of notes: Roger Ellis, Jon Anstee de Mas and Geoff Glover

1. Introduction and Work to Date – Robert Owen provided an overview of the work to date from the sleeve group for those members that were new to the meeting.  This outlined why this project was running (HSE), work to date and what work is still outstanding.

2. Review of Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting

I. September 2013 Meeting

a. RO to provide an update from the meeting to the RAIWG and NB to draft an overview for the members of this group – RO provided the update and notes of the meeting were circulated to members - Closed
b. Use of ILI data

i. Develop a scope of work NB/RO by end Sept 2013

ii. Group members to review ILI data to identify sleeves with corrosion all

iii. Review scope of work identified in i (both ii and iii by mid Oct)

iv. Get proposals / costs for project by end Oct

v. Relate identified sleeves with corrosion to sleeve types, age, etc.

The work scope was prepared (albeit in the first quarter of 2014) and quotes were sourced from 2 possible suppliers.  It was agreed ask Macaw to carry out the work and NB /GP are currently seeking approval from the board for the expenditure - Closed
c. NB to request update from RS regarding Bacton cut-out by end of Sept 2013 – RS presenting the findings to the UKOPA 2014 technical seminar in May (presentation is in the members area of the website).  It was noted that despite ILI identifying possible problems within the sleeve this was not the case once the piece of sleeve and pipe had been removed.  The HSE had been interested in the work and had been in touch with NG about it.  TJ informed the meeting that a further update would be available once RS had spoken with the ILI provider - Closed

d. NB to request update from RW on cut out from WWU by end of Sept 2013 – RW informed the meeting that this had been an above ground crossing where there had been a problem with the filling - Closed
e. Risk Ranking Algorithm

i. RO to request drop down menus and general tidy up of speedsheet by 20th Sept 2013 

ii. Everyone to use calculator and provide NB with feedback by 18th Oct 2013

Feedback was provided and the spreadsheet updated – the last version of the algorithm was sent out by RO on 25th October 2013 and a copy is in the sleeves folder in the members area - Closed

f. Update of UKOPA Sleeve Management Strategy Document – the first draft of the update document was circulated and discussed at the meeting.  This action is closed and another action has been opened as part of these minutes – Closed 

g. Review group to draft update of document by the end of Dec 2013 – see f above - Closed
II. April 2013 Meeting (outstanding items)

a. Closed in last minutes

b. Closed in last minutes

c. ISO document information to be included within the UKOPA Sleeve Management Strategy Document (replaced by action from this meeting) – Closed
d. Concrete Fill Specification – Follow discussion at this June meeting it was agreed that the suggestion for a concrete fill specification should be taken back to the RAIWG and that the group should decided whether to take this proposal forward or to put onto the list of ‘future work’.  As GP (RAIWG chairman) was at the meeting, it is requested that he feedback to the next meeting. – Ongoing (see note at the end of these minutes sent by Dave Perry identifying sections TD1 Ed5 and the views of Stuart Kennedy, NG Construction. 
3. Provision of ILI Data and Work to be carried out by MACAW

Those presented identified the work that they are currently doing with regards to sleeved sections of pipelines. 

NG distribution stated that it had taken over 4 days to populate the Risk Ranking Algorithm.  Many of the results are coming out as high risk, but this could because of lack of data.  A reporting form has been created for technicians to complete when visiting sleeve section in the hope that accurate data might bring the risk ranking level down.  If not further work (including digging) may be required.

WWU are currently focusing on the nitrogen sleeves they have within the District

SGN have carried out lots of work to identify where the sleeves are currently populated.  Work has also been done to complete the Algorithm, but like NG, many are coming out as High risk, potentially due to the lack of data.

RO confirmed that Macaw would be engaged to carry out the first phase of the project by reviewing a number of ILI reports.  Outside of the meeting, the expenditure approval document has been completed and will be circulated to the board for approval.

RO is to write to the DNs again requesting information to be included in the initial study and this will be provided directly to Simon Daniels at Macaw.

4. Review of Draft UKOPA Sleeve Management Strategy – NB circulated the draft strategy document prior to the meeting and this was discussed.  A number of suggested changed were identified.  NB has updated the document and draft version will be circulated for approval once that the table for Inspection tools cased carrier pipes has been included following review by AW, RW, Penspen representative, SJ, BD and NB.
5. Actions from the session

I. Sleeve fill specification – GP to take request back to RAIWG

II. Macaw Feasibility study

a. NB to finalise expenditure proposal document and upon agreement from GP circulate to the board for agreement.

b. RO to confirm with DN’s detail required for feasibility study and DNs to provide to Macaw.

III. Sleeve Management Strategy

a. NB to update document with comments from the meeting

b. Sub group to agree table to be included in the appendix and NB to include in the draft document for circulation for comment by the Sleeve Group

c. Once agreed, NB to provide NJ with the document to edit into ‘good practice’ format before publication

6. Date of next meeting is to be agreed following completion of the feasibility study by Macaw and circulation of version 2 of the Sleeve Management Strategy.

NB - Views from Stuart Kennedy regarding Sleeve and Tunnel Annular Fills

‘The best advice is in TD1 Edition 5 (see points 6.12.10 and 7.22). This version also attempts to draw a distinction between a sleeved pipe and a pipe contained within a tunnel. Regarding sleeves, hard grouting is most appropriate, it provides support to the pipe and allows the CP to function. There has been some speculation that PFA used as filler with cement binder could cause corrosion. I am not a chemist but I do not believe this is an issue as there should be no live carbon in PFA and it is coated with the cement binder. Providing the grout is overall neutral to alkaline there should be no issue.  This type of grout has been used for many years and I have not heard of any problems from grout causing corrosion to the coated pipes.
 
As an extra precaution it is good practice to use heavy wall pipe (additional corrosion allowance) and double coat the pipe. The pipe coating prevents direct contact between the steel and grout.
 
Pipelines within tunnel sections need to be treated differently due to the large annulus to be filled, difficulties in placing large volumes over longer distances, etc. Each case will need a specific design. For example in recent projects we have used traditional grouts inserted from fill points along the tunnel, used specially designed equipment to blow fine dry sand to fill the annulus and have used soft grout. However I expect that this is beyond the scope of your enquiry regarding standard sleeved sections.’
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