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This report covers key issues discussed and agreed by the Working Group on Pipelines (WGP) at the meetings held on 28th April and 13th October 2004. 
1 Issues Raised at the WGP Technical Meeting – Gasoline Pipelines, 25th November 2003
The WGP Technical Meeting on Gasoline Pipelines considered in detail the technical basis for the risk assessment methodology to be applied by HSE for the determination of land use planning consultation zones. The key reference papers were reviewed and compared, and a number of conservatisms and technical queries were identified.
On behalf of WGP, R McConnell met with HSE MSDU on 10th December to discuss the conservatisms and technical queries. Following this meeting M Goose is preparing a paper for HSE Panel consideration.  The paper and the outcome of the Panel discussion will be forwarded to WGP for comment.   

2 WGP Proposals for Future Working with HSE 

As previously reported, UKOPA proposals for funding, resourcing and delivery of the technical work programme, were sent to HSE for consideration. Regarding the proposal for future working, In a letter to G Walker (29.06.04) D Mitchell commented on the successful contribution to IFRLUP P5 made by R McConnell on behalf of the WGP, reiterated that HSE resources are not unlimited, and stated that HSE and industry should strive for a future position where pipeline risk assessment for both regulatory compliance by the duty holder and by HSE as a consultee to planning authorities uses complimentary systems and a common core of data. 

UKOPA presented an updated strategy for delivery of the technical work programme, which recognises that in order to support the devolution by HSE of the PADHI methodology for LUP advice to Local Authorities, a recognised, codified methodology for pipeline risk assessment and its application to LUP is required. To achieve this, UKOPA intend that once ratified by WGP, MHSC and ACDS, the result sof the technical work programme are published as a supplement to the main UK pipeline standards BS PD 8010  (2004) and IGEM TD/1 (2001).

At the October WGP meeting, the remit of WGP and its role in achieving a recognised and consistent risk based methodology for pipelines for use by all stakeholder without direct technical involvement from HSE  was considered in depth. It was confirmed that without direct support from MHSC and ACDS for the proposals for future working, the status and remit of WGP are under question. This issue is to be raised at the next ACDS meeting.

3 WGP Interface with IFRLUP P5
R McConnell (independent expert) has represented WGP on pipeline related work in P5. This involvement has been stated as constructive and successful by both R McConnell and HSE. WGP considers that R McConnell’s involvement in P5 ensured that industry concerns regarding aspects of HSE pipeline risk methodology received due attention, and have been prioritised for P6. 

4 HSE Withdrawal of Amendments to PSR 
WGP discussed the HSE withdrawal of proposed amendments to PSR in detail. It was noted that consultation and work to support the proposed amendments to classify gasoline as a dangerous substance and to introduce duties for testing of and charging for pipeline emergency plans had achieved an advanced stage. It was agreed that the work would be finalised and submitted to WGP for consideration and recommendation to MHSC/ACDS, and a commitment sought that this work will be used when the changes to legislation are progressed at some point in the future.  
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