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Introduction

o The aim of the UKOPA Infringement
Working Group (IWGQG) is to provide
information and expert opinion, direction
and guidance on pipeline safety to UKOPA
members and industry stakeholders.

o Chair — Carl Scott

o Vice Chair — Clark Findlay

o 26 people =
O
O

. . i ft d
21 UKOPA member organisations. 7 5003 Documen

updated Terms of Reference in January 2024.
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IWG Objectives

o To share knowledge and good practice on pipeline safety between
UKOPA members.

o To produce and maintain pipeline safety good practice guides and
technical briefing notes.

o To develop, maintain, review and update systems and processes for
monitoring pipeline infringement data.

o To review, interpret, consult and influence Regulators’ proposals for
pipeline safety.

o To represent UKOPA, where appropriate, on external safety groups.



January 2025 IWG meeting

o 39 meeting of the year recently took place

at the Valero Kingsbury Fuel Terminal.

o Highly Attended both in person and many more on
Teams.

o We where also joined by Carsten and Owen from OS
who gave the members and update on NUAR which
resulted in an excellent discussion between the
NUAR team and our members.

o We discussed the 2024 infringement database report.

o Reviewed the Working Safely leaflets where we had
some brilliant input from the members.

o As well as some excellent safety shares



Update

2025 Work Programme — How have we done?

Compile 2024 Infringement Report. The aim is to get all
the data in by the end of Q1. Completed in June

To increase the volume of users on our Landex safe
digging E-learning. Growing Year by Year

Review guidance documents for ‘Working safely
around high pressure pipelines’. Several Drafts already

To have another successful advertising campaign
aimed at a certain industry. Another successful year

Create UKOPA's own Pipeline awareness video'’s, 3
storyboards have been created and discussions started
with a production company. Any Ideas Members?
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Infringement Database

UKOPA

° The 2024 infringement report was United Kingdom Onshore Pipeline Operators’ Association
published in June and is available on_
the new UKOPA website for all
members to read.

« This is a huge success compared to
recent years — a huge thank you to
the efforts of all members.

’ There were a tOtaI Of 880 2024 Infringement database report
infringements recorded in the UKOPARPI2501 v
database, this is 218 more than in June 2025
2023, Roughly a 33% increase, With
3 A1 infringements recorded.

» Will be great for the A1 infringements
to be shared with the group.

UKOPA Report
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Working with Agricultural Colleges

(Landex)

» Original objective was to integrate a learning module with the next
generation of people working in agricultural field or likely to encounter
pipelines to promote pipeline awareness.

« Learning module has been rolled out to Landex colleges for 4 years and in
2025 we brought it to UKOPA's website for use of ALL members and their
organisations, with a certificate published for every individual who passes
the course.

« Course statistics.
« All 33 Landex Colleges have accessed the materials
» Over 5000 users have completed the course.

* Over 90% of users who completed the course received C- grade or
higher (70%)

* Average session duration - 28mins

* Please see below figures for 1st January 2025 to today.
* Pipeline course visits by registered college students = 430

* Pipeline course visits by guests = 234
* Total visits = 664
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Where to find the ‘Working Safely
Course’?
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Click here!

What to do in a emergency Working Safely Course
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CERTIFICATE

OF COURSE COMPLETION

FROM

HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE

HP PIPELINE DAMAGE PREVENTION

High pressure pipelines AWARENESS
i e COURSE
© HP pipelines are the most efficient and safest way to transport large quantities of
hydrocarbon products over large distances. ON

o

They transport hydrocarbon products including gas, crude oil and petrochemicals

February 20, 2025

o HP pipelines are predominately made of steel

© HP pipelines are wrapped in a protective coating (which can easily be damaged)
o They are nominally laid at 1.1 mtrs deep (although this might vary)

o They can be anything from approximately 6” to 42" in diameter

© They operate at up to 120 bar - approximately 50 times the pressure of a car tyre
o They run cross country (through farmland, under roads and rivers)

© Most of us are unaware that they are there
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Working Safely Leaflets

e

4 What to do in an emergency

. |

Contractor’s Guide to Working
Safely Near High Pressure Pipelines

i

notifiable activities

4.What to do in an emergency

Working Safely Near

of products at pressures up 10 100 bar. This
includes flammable and explosive products
sueh as o, natural gas, ethylane and petroleum
as well as less obviously hazardous material
such as water. The hazardous nature of the
product is magrified by the high pressures,

Ditch clearing
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This Good Practice Guide is aimed at
everyone in agriculture who may work
near High Pressure pipelines (specifically
buried pipelines) and outlines what you
can do to reduce the risks when working
near them. If machinery makes contact
with the pipeline, damage can occur
that could result in immediate failure
or failure over a longer period of time.

Any damage 1o a pipeline or its coating can
affect its integrity that could resultin its failure

the future if the damage deteriorates with time
perhaps via corrosion. It is therefore essential
that safe procedures are complied with when
working near to a pipeline.

The hazardous nature of these pipelines is
recognised in UK lsdslwnn through The
Pipelines Safety Regulations. Reguiation 15
of this states that "No person shall cause
such damage to a pipeline as may give fise 10
a danger to persons" This applies to persons
warking near such pipelines, and failing to
comply could result in prosecution by the
Health and Safety Executive (HSE).
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2025 working safely leaflets review
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What to do in an emergency

It s aresult of you groundor then:
1.Shut down all working machinery
2. Remove al sources of ignition

3

4au

area

services

5 Donot atiempt toseal a baking pipeiine

el fre
7.Contact i Thi b either fromona
nearby pipeline marker | 1 oron
prior
8 Follow thy oper Where
Hazards Ditching & drainage ) Planting of trees & shrubs Wind turbines & solar farms
This guide is aimed at farmers, agricutural | - Ditch clearing Contact pipeline operator at eariest

workers and other contractors and anyone
else who may work near high pressure
pipelines (specifically buried pipelines) and
outlines what you can do to reduce the risks
when working near them. Working near high
pressure pipelines is dangerous. If machinery
makes contact with the pipeline, damage can
occur that could resut in immediate failure or
failure over a longer period of time. Such as,
an explosion resulting in the deexh of people

Planting within the easement should not take place
opt F

- Dredging, widening or creation of waterways/ pip (UKOPA have produced good practice guides for all UKOPA
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Pipelines, other than routine agricultural

the pipeline operator who wil provide any
guidance and advice required.

T 1500

~ Materials not stacked or stored in the vicinity of
the pipeline or within pipeline easement

|m:o|oeuemmmm;ipelmwuwse
what works can and cannat be done safely. The
location of a pipeline is normally a FREE service.




2025 advertising campaign.

« Carrying on from last
year, IWG’s 2025 LAN DONILD
advertising campaign has hd 00 -
been a huge success. L Srmih SR s [ )

+ IWG have published S P
‘working safely near mmen e mowheor
buried pipelines’ articles
in both Professional
Builder magazine and the T e T e ]
Farmers Guide, Aswell as R O TERE B
once again participating in Sirmman. T
the yearly ‘yellow Wellies’
farming safety campaign.




Pipeline awareness Video’s

o The sub group managed to come up with several
storyboards to make a series of short pipeline
awareness videos suitable for social media.

o Unfortunately since the idea came about many years
ago there has been a dramatic price increase and we
have had to put the videos on hold.

o Do any members have any ideas how to move forward
with this?
o Please contact either myself — carl.scott@valero.com or

Nikki with any ideas you may have, we are looking to
review in January on if we carry on with this idea or not.



mailto:carl.scott@valero.com

IWG

Any Questions?
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